People are talking about: Hoboken, NJ, police lieutenant John Aiello, a 24-year veteran,  plans to have a sex change operation next year, which would make him the nation’s highest ranking transsexual police officer.  Children’s TV icon Bozo the Clown is going on-line at WGN-TV-BOZO@tribune.com.  The September launch of Elizabeth Taylor’s new perfume Black Pearls has been cancelled due to lack of department store distribution.  The Beatles’ 10-hour video retrospective will air on ABC-TV for three consecutive nights in November, including the premiere of “Free as a Bird” and “Real Love”, two new songs recorded with the voices of all four Beatles. Timothy Leary, ‘60s guru, has been diagnosed with inoperable prostate cancer.  He is quoted as “thrilled”.  Roseanne has been asked to guest edit an issue of The New Yorker magazine.  Farrah Fawcett, 48, will appear nude in the December Playboy.  John F. Kennedy, Jr., turns 35. Madonna turns 37.





Body Decoration:  More painful and more permanent than tattoos, “branding”—body scarring created with heated metal irons—has become the avant garde of body art.   Back To School:  Popular items for elementary school students include teddy bear backpacks, beeper cases, insulated lunch bags, and school supplies decorated with Japanese characters of Pochacco the dog, Keroppi the frog, or Pippo Pipp, the pig.  Dartmouth,  which in 1972 became the last Ivy League university to admit women, has a current freshman class where women outnumber men.    Recycling:  As the price of newsprint skyrockets, city officials are plagued by scavengers who cruise curb-side recycling routes before city trucks do.  A truckload of used newspaper can be sold for $400.  Luxury:  A 20% rise in the stock market this year has sparked a renaissance in sales by Tiffany (US sales up 15%), Ferragamo (up 35%), TAG Heuer (up 25%), as well as Mont Blanc, Gucci, Prada, and Chanel.  Voodoo News:  Janitors at Miami’s Dade County courthouse now routinely remove dead chickens, roosters and goats from the steps, placed there by Santeria priests who have been hired by litigants to achieve a good legal outcome.  Money:  Current legislation in Congress will replace the dollar bill with a gold-colored coin the size of a quarter. Security:  The Sunrise Multiplex movie theater in Valley Stream, NY, has metal detectors and armed guards who search patrons.  A recording reminds them they are being filmed on closed-circuit TV.





Immigration Surges:  Fueling an intense debate over immigration in America, the Census Bureau reported that the percentage of the United States that is foreign born is at its highest level since World War II and is accelerating at a record pace.  Nearly 25% of California’s population and 16% of New York’s were born outside the US.  Proposed laws and ballot initiatives have sought to limit the influx of immigrants or cut them off from Government benefits.  US Census.





Blame The Media:  A new poll of 1,209 adults— one third of whom were parents with children ages 2 through 17 living with them— suggests that Americans are deeply concerned about the impact of popular culture on society.  Asked to name for themselves what is most to blame for teen-age violence, 21% volunteered television, 6% blamed the media, and 4% cited movies.  Altogether, 33% named some aspect of popular culture, while another 33% cited some aspect of family life.   Smaller percentages cited drugs, boredom, and economics.  NY Times.
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