People are talking about:  Novelist Stephen King will publish his next novel in 96-page monthly installments ($2.99 each) beginning in March.  On Dec. 31, Cartoonist Bill Watterson will end his Calvin and Hobbes strip.  The US Postal Service introduces stamps based on classic comic strips, including Mutt and Jeff, Popeye, and Little Orphan Annie.  Two Rodgers and Hammerstein musicals will open on NYC’s Broadway in March: The King and I and State Fair.   Terry Southern, screenwriter of Dr. Strangelove, Candy, and Easy Rider, dies at 71.  Maxine Andrews, one of the Andrews Sisters whose hit songs in the 1940’s made them an inspiration to WWII American servicemen, dies at 79.  Rugged actor David McLean, who appeared as the Marlboro Man in television commercials, dies—of lung cancer—at 73.  





Cabbage Patch Kids, the puffy-face dolls so popular they caused shoppers’ riots during the early 80s, return as this year’s hot Christmas doll.  Coty relaunches Jungle Gardenia, a scent that dates back over 30 years.  Life Savers increases the number of candies per roll to 14, the first adjustment in its 83-year history.  Brooks Brothers replaces its signature yellow oxford button-down shirt with ecru.  The price of a NYC subway fare rises 25¢ to $1.50.  One Ford Explorer and two Honda Odysseys are being road-tested as replacements for NYC taxicabs.  Nadaman Hakubai, a NYC Japanese restaurant, offers a 10-course kaiseki dinner for $120/person.  New York State’s highest court rules that a couple, homosexual or heterosexual, does not have to be married to adopt a child.





Technology Watch:  Time Warner Interactive releases Endorfun ($29.95), a computer game featuring invisible, subliminal messages including “I am at peace” and “Riches flow into my life”.  The Intercast Group, an Intel joint venture, introduces technology for sending live motion video over the Internet. @Home begins sending high-speed Internet services through cable television wires.  The University of Washington has developed a laser diode that eliminates the need for a computer or TV screen, drawing images directly onto the retina of the eye.  Security First Network Bank opens, the first bank to exist in cyberspace  (http://www.sfnb.com) but not in any physical location.  Guests at some Hilton hotels are given software that—when installed in a personal computer—connects them directly to Hilton’s Web page. Texas ranchers now can dial a beeper hanging around a steer’s neck; its sound calls the herd home.Wired, Direct.





Improving Juries:  Recent controversial verdicts involving Oliver North, Lorena Bobbitt, Rodney King, and O.J. Simpson have led to efforts to overhaul the jury system.  Arizona now permits jurors to question witnesses through the judge.  In California, a group is promoting a ballot measure to allow non-unanimous verdicts in most criminal cases.  New York and New Jersey are cutting back on exemptions from jury duty.  NY Times.





Gambling Fever:  In 1988, casino gambling was legal in only Nevada and New Jersey.  Today, casinos operate or are authorized in 23 states.  In 1994 gamblers wagered $428 billion, which is more than the gross national product of China and represents a 22 percent increase over the previous year.  In 1994 Americans spent nearly three times as much on lottery tickets as they did on movie tickets.  International Gaming & Wagering Business.
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