People are talking about: Two movies about the life of the Dalai Lama are in the planning stages at major film studios, one called Kundun to be directed by Martin Scorsese, and the other to star Brad Pitt.  Four movies about volcanoes are also in development, including Dante’s Peak (Universal), Ring of Fire (Touchstone/Disney), Volcano (20th Century Fox), and Caldera (Paramount).  Linda Ronstadt, Oliver Stone, Connie Chung, Dolly Parton, Michael Ovitz, Sally Field, Sylvester Stallone, Cher, Diane Keaton, Jimmy Buffet, and Bill Clinton will turn 50 this year. �


Mattel halts production of its Teacher Barbie in order to add cloth underpants to the dolls.  Chrysler grants a new-car franchise to the CarMax used-car chain.  McDonald’s brings back its Speedee chef-boy mascot from its original restaurant and introduces “Arches Deluxe”, a quarter-pounder with leaf lettuce and tomato.  Hallmark Cards targets doting pet owners with “Pet Love Greetings”, a new line of greeting cards and gifts.  Brunswick introduces Cosmic Bowling alleys in 13 states that feature laser light shows and misbehaving pins and balls.  Philip Morris plans smoker-friendly cigarette specialty stores.  Food Court Entertainment Network’s Cafe TV will beam TV shows and ads to shopping mall food courts.





Local Trends:  A $34 million Medical Mall opens in Kansas City, Mo., featuring an airy, four-story atrium with gurgling fountains and a player piano, a bank, dry cleaner, and restaurants, plus rehabilitation therapy, a pulmonary clinic, radiology, and other outpatient services.  Condom Hut, a drive-through store, opens in Cranston, Rhode Island. The latest Southern California craze is illegal, night mountain biking using $500 battery-powered lighting systems.   Illegal use of Rohypnol, an addictive sedative known by abusers as “roofies” ($5/each), has become increasingly popular among high school students in Florida, Louisiana, and Texas.  Texas joins Maryland in replacing food stamps with electronically-coded plastic cards.  Banks in the South and the Midwest have started making unsecured personal loans of between $500 and $10,000 through automated loan machines in supermarkets, discount stores, furniture retailers, and electronic outlets.  Orlando, Florida, will build a theme park called Key West World, replicating the real Key West, Florida, a seven-hour drive away. 





Geek Chic:  Guess introduces ‘50s style cuffed jeans, loafers and johnny-collar knit sweaters.  Todd Oldham uses unwashed, stiff dark-blue denim in his new collection.  The U.S. Postal Service will issue a stamp featuring James Dean in June.  New Hollywood hipster accessory (male):  a cigarette tucked behind the ear.  “Space Age Bachelor Pad Music” is the trendiest genre, with a new 3-disk compilation, Cocktail Mix, to be released by Rhino Records this spring.  Mr. Phat’s Royal Martini (L.A.) and Tynynyny (NYC) are clubs that feature this jazzy, fun “mood music”.  Adweek, NY Times, LA Times.





Color Watch:  Pantone, Inc.’s, Designer Color Survey reveals that the top five colors for the season are pastel blue, bay, golden haze, crystal pink, and evening sand.   According to The Roper Consumer Color Preference Survey, sky blue is the color most favored by women and spectrum blue is the leading choice for men.  Interestingly, a preference for red was directly linked to those who are the most economicially stable, most secure, and those most unafraid to take risks.  Communication Arts.


JOHO™           


Trends from USA





January  1996           “To be an American is a complex fate.”—Henry James              Vol. V,  No. 1











JOHO™ is published monthly by The Morgenstern Company, Inc., an international advertising creative service in Los Angeles.  © 1996 TMC, Inc. One-year US fax subscriptions are $59.95, intl. US$145.  


VOICE 310-842-7097 • FAX 310-842-9524 • INTERNET dmorgenst
