People are talking about:  Pat Boone will record In a Metal Mood, a set of heavy-metal classics including “Stairway to Heaven”.  Mascara abuser Tammy Faye co-hosts a new talk show. MTV’s Tabitha Soren goes to Bosnia for the cable channel’s first on-site coverage of a war zone.  U.S. Speaker Newt Gingrich will appear on CBS-TV’s Murphy Brown.  A movie of Isaac Asimov’s seminal science fiction collection,  The Foundation Trilogy, will start filming in 1997.   Died: TV icon Audrey Meadows, 71; Superman co- creator Jerry Siegel, 81;  pool hustler Minnesota Fats (Rudolf Wanderone), 82; “cool school” baritone saxophonist Gerry Mulligan, 68.





In a break from its 219-year old tradition, California’s Mission San Juan Capistrano will celebrate the annual return of swallows on March 16, one day early, to capture more tourist dollars. Baptist Baylor University lifts its century-old ban on dancing.  The University of Connecticut now defines their students’  “misdirected laughter” and “conspicuous exclusion from conversation” as harassment, subject to penalties from reprimand to expulsion.





Ralston Purina and a bank will offer a credit card displaying a photo of a favorite pet.  The Girl Scouts are now selling cookies on the Internet.  American Honda sponsors The Spot, an interactive on-line soap opera which will integrate Honda advertising—and ad agency executives—into the plot.


 


The Perfect Gift:  Angels, magnolia blossoms, pansies, decorative garden accessories, miniature tea sets, and anything to do with aromatherapy are 1996’s  hottest gift trends.  Sunflowers, last year’s most popular motif, are on the way out.  LA Times.


Toy Story:   NYC’s 93rd annual International Toy Show features toys  based on the upcoming Universal Studios’ film Flipper, Turner’s TV series Johnny Quest, a relaunch of the Power Rangers, and Disney’s animated Hunchback of Notre Dame.  Ad Age.





Fashion Trends:  Watch for more ‘70’s nylon retro; blonde hair with dark roots;  prim, sleeveless A-line shifts; and visible navels.  Trendiest color:  orange. Vogue.





Clean Food:  Sales of organic produce have doubled in the past five years, and sales of bottled water have tripled since 1985.   Upper-middle class and middle class baby boomers are searching for quality and health through “clean food”.   Beyond “organic”, clean food is free from pesticides, hormones, fumigants, and preservatives and processed to maximize its nutritive value.  NY Times.





Waiting To Inhale:  As smoking becomes taboo, “smoxploitation” films—30-minute movies that feature fully clothed, attractive women who do nothing but smoke cigarettes— enjoy a growing cult following, including a glossy magazine and an Internet newsgroup (alt.sex.fetish.smoking).  


Wall St. Journal.





The End Of Skyscrapers?  In the U.S., where the skyscraper was born, the tallest building under construction anywhere in 1995 was only 30 stories high.  Experts say that fax machines,     e-mail and cheap long distance telephone service now enable people to work together without needing to be physically close to each other.  Corporate headquarters’ low-rise campuses now include Wal-Mart, Microsoft, and Sears.  In 1974, Sears built—and recently left— the world’s tallest building in Chicago. The Futurist.
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