People are talking about:  Helmut Krone, groundbreaking advertising art director (VW’s “Lemon” ad), dies at 70.  





Furniture retailer Ikea introduces a commercial with a Caucasian husband and his pregnant African-American wife shopping for a “daddy chair”.  The Pulitzer-prize winning rock musical Rent, an update of Puccini’s La Boheme set in NYC’s grungy East Village, moves to Broadway this month.





Local Trends:  Atlanta residents form recreational tree-climbing clubs.  Safety and legal concerns prompt Chicago, NYC, and Seattle to remove all “monkey bars” from public playgrounds.  The first roller coaster that will break the 100 m.p.h. barrier will debut in June in Valencia, Ca.  Police in Vernon Hills, Ill., are handing out radar guns to residents to use on their speeding neighbors.  Washington, D.C.’s Georgetown University drops Shakespeare as a requirement for English majors.  The First Unitarian Church of Oakland, Ca., reserves half its pews as “fragrance-free zones.”  San Francisco’s latest body manipulation trend is tiny waists through extreme corsetry—for men and women.





Drugs On The Market:  L.A.’s age-obsessed actors and others are flocking to doctors to have Botox, a botulism-based paralytic drug, injected into their facial muscles.  It eliminates wrinkles for four to six months.  A euphoric Chinese herb, called ma huang or ephedra, is being sold in record stores and pharmacies as a legal, no-side effect alternative to illegal drugs.  Under pressure, General Cigar will drop the word “blunts” from its best selling White Owl Blunts.  “Blunting” is a growing fad involving hollowing out cheap cigars and filling them with marijuana for an especially potent high.  Miller will debut Iguana Light, a light beer flavored with the highly-caffeinated Brazilian berry called guarana.  Guarana is also featured in soft drinks including Samba and Pepsi’s Josta.





Auto News:  The Dohring Company, an automotive research firm, reports that 49 percent of consumers—the highest percentage ever recorded—would rather save money and buy a two-year old car than pay for a new one.  Chrysler will retire the New Yorker, the longest-running American model name.  Mazda will drop its RX-7 sports car.  Chevrolet will replace its Caprice police car with a Tahoe sport-utility.  In 1997 Toyota will market an electric version of its RAV4 and Honda will introduce its electric-powered Honda EV.  Honda’s Accord is close to recapturing the “best-selling passenger car” title from Ford’s Taurus.  1997 Cadillacs will offer a satellite and cellular phone system that will call for help automatically after a car crash.  The new Chevrolet Venture minivan has 17 cupholders.





Most Requested Karaoke Songs (USA):�1.  “New York, New York” - Sinatra�2.  “My Way” - Sinatra�3.  “Love Shack” - B52’s�4.  “Mack the Knife” - Bobby Darin�5.  “The Rose” - Bette Midler       Wired.





Diversity Watch:  By 2050, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, immigration patterns and differences in birth rates will produce a United States in which 53% of the people will be non-Hispanic whites, down from 74% today.  Hispanics will make up 24.5% of the population, up from the current 10.2%.  Asians will make up 8.2%, an increase from today’s 3.3%.  The percentage of the African-American population will remain stable at about 13.5%.  NY Times.
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