People are talking about:  The original manuscript of Louisa May Alcott’s first novel, The Inheritance, previously unknown to scholars, was discovered at Harvard University.  O.J. Simpson prosecutor Christopher Darden’s book, In Contempt, will be made into a movie at Paramount.  Legal contracts currently being drafted for “intellectual property” (film, book, multimedia, and TV rights) now not only include “other media forms” but also the use of media in “other locations in the galaxy”.





Houston suburb Bellaire, Texas, now bans smoking in public parks, with violators subject to a fine up to $500.  Researchers discover that men in New York City have a higher sperm count than in any other U.S. city.  Water Joe, artesian water spiked with caffeine ($1.09/bottle), is the newest beverage craze in 12 Midwestern states.  Neighborhood drugstores in Southern California are being stripped of over-the-counter sinus medications as a source of their active ingredient pseudophedrine, which is then converted into the illegal drug methamphetamine.





Ad News:  Tyme, Inc., a network of 1,600 bank ATMs, will blast audio ads at customers as they withdraw cash.   Public schools in Colorado Springs have sold advertising on the side of school buses ($2,500/year) and above student lockers ($700/year).  Current advertisers include Burger King and Mountain Dew.  A new Kohler commercial shows a man reading a magazine while using a Kohler toilet, with the tagline, “This is where the written word is truly honored.”   A new spot for auto supply store Pep Boys shows thieves stripping a man’s car when he runs behind a tree to urinate.  The Weather Channel runs a promo featuring a tennis player struck by lightning.  Seagrams broadcasts a commercial for Crown Royal whiskey on cable TV, the first step toward loosening the 48-year voluntary ban on advertising spirits on television. 





Internet Addresses Already Registered by Procter & Gamble:  bacteria.com, badbreath.com, complexion.com, toiletpaper.com, cough.com,  dandruff.com, diarrhea.com, germs.com, pimples.com, underarm.com.  Health.





Junkie Chic:  A “used-up” look, typical of worn-out and wasted heroin addicts, is filling runways and the pages of high- fashion magazines.  A recent Jil Sander catalogue features a model with messy knotted hair, clammy skin, red-rimmed eyes and, in one picture, the left sleeve of her sweater pushed up.  NY Times.





The Taste of Celebrity:  There are currently 35 Hard Rock Cafes, nearly 30 Planet Hollywoods, and the following entertainment or sports theme restaurants either open or in development:  Harley-Davidson Cafe, Motown Cafe, Nascar Cafe, Fashion Cafe, Elvis Diner, Bay Watch Cafe, All-Star Cafe, Marvel Mania (Marvel comics), Star Trek, ESPN, Michael Jordan’s, Saturday Night Live, Television City (vintage TV shows), and Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. (from Forrest Gump).  Brandweek.





Growing Up:  The definition of adulthood is becoming less clear.  More than one-fifth of 25-year old Americans still live with their parents, up from 15 percent in 1970.  This “full-nest syndrome” allows many adult children to spend their wages on luxuries without paying rent.  Yet in 1990, more than 50 thousand teenagers got married before age 18, legally condoning their participation in intimate activities before they were allowed to watch them in X-rated movies.  American Demographics.
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