People are talking about:  After decades of controversy, a marble statue of suffragists Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton will join the all-male statuary in the U.S. Capitol’s Rotunda.  Superman and Lois Lane get married in comics and on TV after a courtship of about 60 years.  G.I. Jane, the first woman “combat action figure” dressed as an armed Army helicopter pilot, is introduced by Hasbro.  Died:  Frances Lear, 73, a publisher and women’s rights advocate.  George Burns, who died in March just weeks after his 100th birthday, will star as God in a movie called The Best Man, via voice impersonation and computer re-creation, earning his estate $200,000.





Local Trends:  Across the west, male mountain lions are slinking through towns and suburbs that have encroached on their habitats.  This year they have killed people in California, Montana, and Colorado.  Black lawn jockeys, once derided as racist garden ornaments, make a comeback in Tiburon, Ca.  They include plaques honoring the African-American jockeys who dominated horseracing in the 19th century.  Chicago replaces its telegraph system that had reliably connected dispatchers to the city’s firehouses for 100 years with a new computerized system.  Baltimore’s Johns Hopkins Hospital offers private suites with personal safes, fax machines, CD players, and catered meals, for an extra $650 per night.  Albuquerque now charges inmates $40 for every day they spend in jail.





Smart Paper:  A Silicon-valley company, TV Interactive, Inc.,  has created a touch-sensitive “smart” paper that acts like a typical TV remote control.  Because it is relatively inexpensive, it could revolutionize a wide range of products.  For example, consumers could try music CDs without taking off the wrapper.  Or hobbyists could read a how-to book, then press a block of text, and watch a training video appear on their computer screen.  Wall St. Journal.��Presidential Ambition:  A new poll shows that most Americans no longer want their kids to grow up to be President.  They would prefer just about anything else—carpenter, cop, mayor, minister, athlete, even lawyer.  The only profession rated lower than President was movie star.  NY Times.





Eyes In The Sky:  By the end of 1997, anyone with a credit card will be able to obtain access to a satellite’s real-time, high-resolution gaze on virtually any spot on the planet.  Four private companies plan to offer such services, including one based in Russia and another, called Space Imaging, backed by Lockheed/Martin and Mitsubishi.  Technology Review.





The Beginning Of The End:  Reflecting society’s anxiety as we approach the millennium, recent books published include The End of Affluence, The End of Work, The End of Print, The End of Architecture, The End of Nature, and The End of History.  Adweek.





Intermarriage Increases:  Between 1970 and 1992, the number of mixed-race marriages in America have quadrupled.  Black-white unions now represent 12% of all marriages involving at least one black person, up from 2.6% in 1970.  Twelve percent of Asian men and 25 percent of Asian women are marrying non-Asians.  And fully a quarter of married U.S.-born Latinos in Los Angeles have non-Latino spouses.  The U. S. Census Bureau is now considering whether to add a new “multiracial” category to the 2000 census.  Slate.
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