People are talking about:  The enigmatic and elusive recording artist formerly known as Prince will appear on Oprah Winfrey’s TV interview show on Nov. 21.  A new CD by Marilyn Manson, a self-described minister in the “Church of Satan”, debuted on Billboard’s chart in the #3 position.  It is titled Antichrist Superstar.  TV-news icon Walter Cronkite turns 80.





 “Beedies”, half-sized, handrolled cigarettes from India that pack a nicotine punch four times greater than American cigarettes, are now the trendiest smoke on college campuses.  Disney will build a brewpub at its new California Adventure Park, and is considering the launch of its own private-label beer.   Cover Concepts has created a network of more than 22,000 preschools and day-care centers to promote products to toddlers and their parents.  Their clients include McDonald’s and Kellogg.   It’s true: A gallon of bottled water now costs more than a gallon of gasoline.  





New Restaurant Trends:  • Higher consumption of red meat, but increasing demand for vegetarian items.  • More Latin and Asian accents in spicing and food preparation.  • “Retro-contempo” foods that bring up-to-date flavors to dishes like meat loaf. • A surging demand for ultra-premium beverages.     • Unstructured meals” where patrons build a repast from smaller dishes and appetizers.  The Food Group.





Fun ‘n Guns:  “Guns and ammunition” posted the fastest sales growth in the personal/recreational products sector between 1990 and 1995 at 51.6%.  This was almost 20% ahead of other categories like bowling, billiards, and movie-going.  Spending on casino gambling, however, increased by even more—53.5%—during the same period.  Experts say Americans are looking for excitement, and that they have become unconcerned with any stigmas.  More troubling, Americans are withdrawing socially.  Bowling, billiards, and movies are all experiences that are usually shared with others, while shooting and gambling remain totally free of any pressures to associate.  Brandweek.





Viewpoint:  America’s Clashing Belief Systems:  The United States today is deeply divided by six conflicting systems of belief, or “states”, each of which commands the support of large numbers of people. They are:


• Patria:  The Religious State.  The core belief is that “faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior should shape every aspect of American Life.”


• Corporatia:  The Capitalist State.  The core belief is that “economic growth enriches society and makes progress possible.”


•  Disia:  The Disempowered State.  The core belief is that “the exploitation and oppression of American society must be resisted by any means necessary.”


•  Media:  The Superstate.  The core belief is that “society is liberated from ignorance and parochialism through freedom of communication.”


• Gaia:  The Transformation State.  The core belief is that “social action based on higher consciousness will save the world.”


•  Officia:  The Governing State.  The core belief is that “government represents the people and should have ultimate authority.”


Citizens of these different “states” tend to pay serious attention only to those who share their core beliefs and tune out all others.  Therefore, each group feels stereotyped, dehumanized, and misunderstood by its opponents.                  —From A House Divided by Mark Gerzon. (Putnam, 1996.)
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