People are talking about: A $10 million musical, Titanic, about the century’s most deadly cruise, will open in April on NYC’s Broadway.  Disney is producing live-action films George of the Jungle, starring Brendan Fraser, based on the 1960s cartoon series (Summer, ‘97) and The Absent Minded Professor, starring Robin Williams, a remake of a 1961 Disney film (Thanksgiving ‘97).  John P. Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever” turns 100 years old on Christmas day.





Smuggling US-banned Du Pont Freon across the Mexican border has now become more profitable than smuggling cocaine.  There is still high demand for this ozone-destroying refrigerant among American owners of more than 80 million older cars.  Twenty years after its bicentennial reissue, the Federal Reserve begins circulating $153.6 million worth of new two-dollar bills.  Beef teriyaki replaces creamed beef in the U.S. Army’s MRE combat rations. The Salvation Army in Akron, Ohio, tests a $3,000 charity kettle that accepts credit cards.





Technology News:  A $300 television set-top device for browsing the World Wide Web, which Sony and Phillips have been selling at Sears and Circuit City, uses computer-security technology so powerful that the Government is classifying it as a weapon that will require a special export license before it can be sold overseas.  IBM has devised a way to transmit information via a tiny pocket computer and a current running through your body, allowing a person to transmit a “business card” merely by shaking hands with someone similarly equipped—who can then download it into a computer.  Start-up venture CyberGold has devised a way to pay Internet users (typically $1)  to click through an ad on the World Wide Web.  A television commercial for Auto-By-Tel is the first to sing an Internet address as a jingle.





Top Toys: Tickle Me Elmo ($54), Melanie’s Mall ($35-$100), Star Trek Barbie ($74), Back Alley Street Hockey ($100),  VideoCam ($100), Nintendo’s Ultra 64 ($199).  Also popular:   Bite-Sized Milk Chocolate Brains with a Blood Red Cherry, The Incredible Goo Spewer (“Shoots Yucky Green Goo Over 35 feet!”), and the Gurglin’ Guts Eye Ball, which produces oozing and sloshing noises.  Wall St. Journal.


  


California High: Californians  approved Proposition 215 last month, allowing marijuana for medical use.  Since then, a retailer is advertising equipment for marijuana smoking on LA cable television, using the slogan, “Can’t we all get a bong?”.  LA Times.





It’s A Wrap:  Wraps are the latest trend in fast-food, as KFC, Taco Bell, Wendy’s, TGI Friday’s and Applebee’s either are testing them or have already put them on their menus.  Wrap sandwiches use traditional sandwich ingredients such as chicken, beef or vegetables, with ethnic foods, sauces and other fillings on rolled flatbread, pita, or tortillas.  PepsiCo is opening Wrap Works restaurants on the East Coast.  Ad Age.





Prayer Groups:  A recent Gallup poll shows that 62% of church attenders (primarily born-again Christians, Protestants, or Roman Catholics) now meet in small groups where prayer is part of the program.  Another national survey shows that 56% of adults now pray at least once each day.  LA Times.





JOHO thanks you for your support in 1996 and wishes you a happy, healthy New Year! 





The Best of JOHO, 1996:    





Linda Ronstadt, Oliver Stone, Connie Chung, Dolly Parton, Michael Ovitz, Sally Field, Sylvester Stallone, Cher, Diane Keaton, Jimmy Buffet, and Bill Clinton turned 50 this year. 





Local Trends: Atlanta residents form recreational tree-climbing clubs.  Safety and legal concerns prompt Chicago, NYC, and Seattle to remove all “monkey bars” from public playgrounds. Washington, D.C.’s Georgetown University drops Shakespeare as a requirement for English majors.  San Francisco’s latest body manipulation trend is tiny waists through extreme corsetry—for men and women.  Condom Hut, a drive-through store, opens in Cranston, Rhode Island.  The latest Southern California craze is illegal, night mountain biking using $500 battery-powered lighting systems. Black lawn jockeys, once derided as racist garden ornaments, make a comeback in Tiburon, Ca., honoring the African-American jockeys who dominated horseracing in the 19th century.  The New Yorker’s June 17 cover depicts two male sailors locked in a passionate kiss in NYC’s Times Square.  Researchers discover that men in New York City have a higher sperm count than in any other U.S. city.  The Nevada Dept. of Transportation has renamed Highway 375, a road near the location of many UFO sightings, as Extraterrestrial Highway.





Marketing Trends:  A Silicon-valley company, TV Interactive, Inc.,  has created a touch-sensitive “smart” paper that acts like a typical TV remote control.  Miller debuts Iguana Light, a light beer flavored with the highly-caffeinated Brazilian berry called guarana.  Guarana is also featured in soft drinks including Samba and Pepsi’s Josta.  Water Joe, artesian water spiked with caffeine ($1.09/bottle) becomes popular in the midwest. The O2 Spa Bar will open in both NYC and L.A. offering pure oxygen through nasal plugs ($15/20 minutes).  Ralston Purina will offer a credit card displaying a photo of a favorite pet.  Hallmark Cards debuts “Pet Love Greetings” cards and gifts.  The new Chevrolet Venture minivan has 17 cupholders.  The Girl Scouts are now selling cookies on the Internet.





Waiting To Inhale:  As smoking becomes taboo, “smoxploitation” films—30-minute movies that feature fully clothed, attractive women who do nothing but smoke cigarettes— enjoy a growing cult following, including a glossy magazine and an Internet newsgroup (alt.sex.fetish.smoking).  


Wall St. Journal.





The End Of Skyscrapers?  In the U.S., where the skyscraper was born, the tallest building under construction anywhere in 1995 was only 30 stories high.  Experts say that fax machines,     e-mail and cheap long distance telephone service now enable people to work together without needing to be physically close to each other.  Corporate headquarters’ low-rise campuses now include Wal-Mart, Microsoft, and Sears.  In 1974, Sears built—and recently left— the world’s tallest building in Chicago. The Futurist.





Junkie Chic:  A “used-up” look, typical of worn-out and wasted heroin addicts, is filling runways and the pages of high- fashion magazines.  A recent Jil Sander catalogue features a model with messy knotted hair, clammy skin, red-rimmed eyes and, in one picture, the left sleeve of her sweater pushed up.  NY Times.
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