People are talking about:  Powerful solar flares with the force to disrupt radio, radar, TV, and satellite communications will begin in March, 2000, according to the US Air Force.  Last week, the leaders of Vietnam’s People’s Liberation Armed Forces visited the Pentagon.  Oliver North, who admitted destroying government documents in the Iran-Contra affair, is now a spokesman for Office Depot paper shredders.  By a vote of 295-125, the US House of Representatives declared itself in favor of allowing “public display” of the Ten Commandments in courthouses and government offices.





Of the top eleven books on the New York Times Bestseller list, nine of them are autobiographical:  Katharine Graham, Frank McCourt, Mark Furhman, Cardinal Bernadin, Walter Cronkite, Ron Goldman’s family, O.J. detectives, the widow of the Russian ice skater who collapsed on the ice and Mia Farrow.





They’re Almost Here:  “Power drinks” (caffeinated juices Java Juice, X-Treeme Caffeine, and a guarana and ginseng drink called X.T.C.).  Porn movies from major studios (biographies of Marilyn Chambers and Linda Lovelace). Subliminal weight-loss (Phillips Electronics’ $249.95 Motivision plugs into a TV and flashes invisible motivational messages). 





Trendy Tikis:  Those 1950’s-retro “Polynesian Pop” icons have been seen in ads for Sony audio products, Ocean Spray drinks, Levi’s Silvertabs, Pontiac, and for various liqueurs.  They also appear on TV (Kramer’s apartment on Seinfeld has one, as does Mulder’s office on X-Files), movies (Mars Attacks, Swingers, The People vs. Larry Flynt), and music (tikis are found on every Chris Isaac album cover since the 1980’s).  New tiki-themed bars include the Lava Lounge in Hollywood and San Francisco’s LiLo.  In Stow, Ohio, a tiki-themed McDonald’s features an indoor rainforest and exotic birds.  Brandweek.





Army Robots:  Over the past five years, the Army’s size has been cut by 35 percent.  Robots, smart munitions, and sensor arrays will enable the Army to dominate more turf with fewer soldiers.  The Raptor System, now under development by Textron, will employ seismic and acoustic sensors to detect and track a target.  It then will launch either explosives or non-lethal aerial spray super-glue to stop enemy troops or harmonic sound waves that disorient soldiers.  Full  production is scheduled to begin in 1998.  Defense News.





Headset Chic:  Once just the equipment of air-traffic controllers, hi-tech earpiece and microphone sets are now used by employees at Old Navy and Diesel retail stores, performers in the hit musical Rent, and most nightclub doormen.  Toys “R” Us sells a toy version.





Viewpoint—TV and Kids:  “The danger is not mere exposure to prurient language, but the acceptance of a degraded environment that devalues everything, a shadow world in which our children are breathing in a lot of poison without knowing that their sunshine is somewhere else.  They are shaped as consumers before they’ve had a chance to develop their souls.” —David Denby.





More To Love:  A recent health study ranked New Orleans as the fattest of the nation’s 33 largest cities, with the highest percentage of obese people at 37.55.  It was followed by Norfolk, Va. (33.94% obesity), San Antonio (32.96%) and Kansas City (31.66%).  Denver was the least obese city at 22.1%.  NY Times.
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