People are talking about:  Big Bird will appear in a commercial for Ford’s Windstar minivan, the first Sesame Street character to endorse a product.  IBM’s chairman, Louis Gerstner, Jr. earned $20.2 million last year, up from $15.6 million in 1995.  O.J.’s ex-girlfriend Paula Barbieri will receive $3 million to write a book.  Elvis Presley will appear as a 3-dimensional virtual performer at a new restaurant in Memphis.  Died: Groundbreaking ‘60’s pop songwriter/singer Laura Nyro, 49; counterculture/beat poet Allen Ginsberg, 70; automobile and pop icon Ford Thunderbird, 49.





Hot Products:  For kids, small, collectable limited-edition stuffed animals called Beanie Babies ($5), Monster Mouth candy, which shoots a lurid red tongue-like lollipop from the opening mouth of a purple monster for a child to suck or bite, and Oreos with blue pastel-colored filling.  For men, Brooks Brothers reports a dramatic rise in cufflink sales.  For women, girdles return, now called “body shapers” using modern fabrics like Spandex and Lycra.





Hillary Backlash:  Since the First Lady took her post in 1993, only one-tenth as many parents are naming their daughters Hillary.  There has been no change in the numbers of babies named William or Chelsea.  Worth.





Arsenal Ships:  The Navy is developing six “Arsenal Ships” ($500 million each) that combine stealth technologies with massive firepower.  Armed with 500 vertically-launched long-range land-attack and air defense missiles, its primary strategic objective will be to deter regional wars in hot spots such as Bosnia, the Korean Peninsula, and the Persian Gulf.  Deployment begins in July, 2001.  Sea Power.


TV Clutter Increases:  In November, 1996, viewers of network and local prime time saw 31 seconds more of commercials each hour than they had the previous year.  Cable TV’s Family Channel showed 27 ads each hour, while TNN showed 29.  Adweek.





The Hippest Urban Neighborhoods:  In Manhattan, it’s the area east of SoHo.  In Seattle, Belltown.  In San Francisco, the area near the Museum of Modern Art.  In Boston, the South End.  In LA, Los Feliz.  In Philadelphia, the Manayunk riverbank area.  Food & Wine.





Crunch Returns:  After years of popular soft and creamy foods, the number of new “crunchy” or “crispy” products has jumped 40% since 1994.  Experts say that crunchy foods provide stress relief, and that crunchiness is linked to freshness and fun.  New products include cereals like  Honey Crunch Corn Flakes, Cranberry Almond Crunch; candy like Reese’s Crunchy Cookie Cups, and crackers like Nabisco’s Air Crisps.  Wall St. Journal.





America’s Fastest Growing Businesses:  Tattoo parlors are up 19%, Cellular phone services up 30%, Bagel shops up 31%, Pager services up 31%, PC Networking services up 45%, Internet services up 9,478%.  USA Today.





Going Grayer & More Hispanic:   A new report by the Census Bureau projects that by 2005, Hispanic Americans will surpass African Americans as the largest minority.  By 2050, they will account for one-fourth the population, up from 10.7% today.  The report also forecasts that people over 85 will become the fastest growing age group by the middle of the next century.  And by 2050, people over 65 will become 20% of the population.  NY Times.
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