People are talking about:  Checkers, the black-and-white cocker spaniel featured in Richard Nixon’s comeback speech in 1952, will be reburied this fall on the grounds of the Nixon library near the graves of the late president and his wife.  Hillary Clinton and Michael Jackson have appeared in public wearing bindis (an Indian marriage symbol) on their foreheads.  Liv Tyler, Demi Moore, Prince (and wife Mayte) have been seen wearing henna-based Indian temporary tattoos called mehndi ($5-$500 each) on their ankles and hands.





New Products:  Jim Beam launches Tattoo, a 60-proof liqueur (licorice, berry, and lemon) that temporarily stains drinkers’ tongues red, blue, or yellow.  Nike’s new Penny Air shoe, named for basketball star Anfernee “Penny Hardaway,  is priced at a record $180/pair.  The Fang Club opens in Los Angeles featuring Gothic decor and vampire-inspired patrons wearing Victorian velvet, lace, and prosthetic fangs.  Inter-Continental Hotels and Sheraton are converting hotel rooms to hyper-efficient “business rooms” containing a large desk, a speakerphone, a printer/fax/copier, and office supplies like paper clips—plus a bed.





Che Chic:  Guerrilla leader Erenesto (Che) Guevara, executed by the Bolivian military in 1967, re-appears in five new biographies and six movies and documentaries now in preparation, including one with Mick Jagger as executive producer.  Che’s image now appears on skis, watches, and Rage Against The Machine’s new CD.





Life Is… An Ad Tagline:  Nissan:  Life is a journey.  Enjoy the ride.  Gatorade:  Life is a sport.  Drink it up.  Sauza Tequila:  Life is harsh.  Your tequila doesn’t have to be.


Headset Fashion, Part 2:  More sightings of those hi-tech earpiece and micro-phones (see JOHO March ‘97).  Tom Cruise wore them in Jerry Maguire; look for headsets in Grosse Pointe Blank, Volcano, Men in Black, and on Jodie Foster in Contact.





Angels, God & Satan:  A new nationwide poll shows that 75% of Americans say they believe angels are real and 87% say that religious faith is very important in their lives.  But 6 out of 10 Americans agree with the statement that “the Holy Spirit is a symbol of God’s presence or power, but is not a living entity” — the same percentage who believe that Satan is only a symbol of evil.  LA Times.





Millionaires Boom:  The number of US households with a net worth of $5 million nearly doubled from 1992 to 1996, rising from 182,000 to 328,000.  In 1995, 20% of millionaires were under age 50, up from 9% in 1990.  Worth.





Viewpoint—Surviving Information Glut:  “In the late 1960s and 1970s, Americans began to realize that they had to take action to limit the physical smog and other pollution all around them.  People also became aware of the severe consequences of consuming too many calories and too much fat, and the need to limit their intake.  





“Now a similar challenge befalls citizens of the information age.  For our individual well-being as well as the health of our democratic society, we must act now to responsibly limit our exposure to information.  The goal should be to maintain and even increase access to reliable and useful communication without compromising social serenity.”  —David Shenk in Technology Review.
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