People are talking about:  Former NYC Mayor Edward Koch takes over as the telvision judge of The People’s Court.   Courtney Love, Meg Ryan, and Raquel Welch have all been seen wearing feathery, fluffy boas.  An Armani boa costs $775.  This month marks the 35th anniversary of Marilyn Monroe’s death.  She would have been 71.  “Life in The Fast Lane” songwriter Don Henley turns 50.





Paul Simon’s new musical, The Capeman, will open on NYC’s Broadway on January 8 (see JOHO May, ‘95).  After four years, MTV’s Beavis and Butt-head quits production.  Candace Bergen’s character on CBS-TV’s Murphy Brown will discover she has breast cancer.  The Miss America Pageant is permitting two-piece bathing suits for the first time.  Recognizing that advertising has become a form of entertainment, the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences will award its first Emmy to a commercial in September.





Local Trends:  Bloodless bullfighting is becoming popular in California’s San Joaquin Valley.  The spear that usually kills the bull has Velcro at the end and attaches to a patch on the animal’s back. Customers of 35 Wal-Marts can order a burger and fries as they check out.  An in-store McDonald’s kitchen delivers the food to the customers before they leave the store. A NYC restaurant, La Nouvelle Justine, dresses waiters in dog collars and outfits waitresses with whips.  





Replacement Organs:  Researchers at Harvard University say they have successfully grown replacement skin, bladders and other body parts of animals using the animals’ own tissue.  They harvest cells from specific parts of an animal’s body, grow the cells in culture, mold the resulting tissue into the desired shape, and implant the new part into the animal.  Wall St. Journal.





Girl Toys, Boy Toys:  This fall, Mattel will introduce some new “smart Barbies”, including Dentist Barbie, University Barbie (available in cheerleader outfits of 19 mostly Southern state universities), Workin’ Out Barbie, as well as Marilyn Monroe Barbie and Barbie Loves Elvis.





This week, 20,000 volunteers begin beta-testing Postal, a computer game that invites players to assume the character of a man on a murderous shooting spree.  It awards points for shooting police and innocent bystanders, rather than destroying monsters as in most other games.  Copy from the game’s Website (www.runningwith scissors.com) reads, “Listen to victims moan and beg for mercy.  Kill them if they get on your nerves.”   NY Times.





Burning Man Festival:  More than 10,000 people will converge at Nevada’s harsh, 115°F  Black Rock Desert on Labor Day for its fourth annual ritualistic techno-spectacle (admission $75).  It combines painted bodies in loincloths, elaborately decorated “Mad Max” cars, and a five-story statue of a man made of wood and lighted with neon which is then set ablaze.  Details.





Toll-Free Numbers:  It took 29 years for US businesses to use up all the toll-free 800 numbers, requiring last year’s creation of the 888 prefix.  Experts say that it will take only two years to exhaust these new numbers.  Look for toll-free 877 numbers in April, 1998.  Alliance for Telecommunications Industry.
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