People are talking about:   Madonna re-emerges from motherhood-exile this weekend by performing at NYC’s Roxy. The Rolling Stones will broadcast their “Bridges to Babylon” tour on PBS-TV.  Elton John  signs a multimillion-dollar deal with Citibank.   X-Files’ Scully and Mulder become Mattel’s newest Barbie and Ken dolls.  Comedian Bob Hope, 94, will become a British knight.





Consumer Tech News:  Netscape develops electronic form signing, a digital signature technology that lets users put a unique, encrypted notation on an electronic document received over the Internet.  IBM will soon offer a 3.5 inch disk drive that holds 12 gigabytes of data and a 1,000 Mz chip.  Oddzon, Inc. will bring out e.Baby, an electronic stuffed bear with a computer-like face that can frown or smile.  Nike enters the sports equipment business with a lightweight clamshell-style baseball glove.  Rawlings develops a baseball containing a microchip that calculates the speed at which it’s thrown, which is displayed on an LCD on the baseball’s skin. Panasonic launches a portable Digital Versitile Disc player ($1,299) allowing movie viewing on the run.  Sony will introduce a NightShot camcorder that will capture images in sheer darkness.  Polaroid  debuts a disposable instant camera (10 pictures/$20).  Identigene, a DNA paternity-testing lab, advertises Who’s The Father? on L.A. billboards.





Copyrights Expiring:  Music by George Gershwin, novels by Ernest Hemingway, poems by T.S. Eliot, as well as Disney’s earliest animated shorts including Mickey Mouse, Alice’s Wonderland, and Puss ‘n Boots will enter the public domain in the next few years unless Congress acts to extend their copyrights.  Wall St. Journal.


South Park:  This weekly scatological animated series about foul-mouthed fourth graders has become a major hit on cable’s Comedy Central network.  It has featured graphic bodily functions, a musical “Christmas poo”, a child who vomits when in love, and a “Jesus vs. Satan” pay-per-view event.  The still-growing audience averages 2.2 million people per week.  Merchandising, including T-shirts, has already grossed 30 million dollars.  L.A. Times.





Color News:  Color consultants predict blue, from cobalt to periwinkle, will replace the current American favorite, hunter green.  Purple is also becoming more popular, having lost its feminine connotation and turning up on trucks, shirts, and ties.  Color Marketing Group.





Swing, Swing, Swing:  San Francisco leads the rebirth of 1940’s-style swing music, which has also caught on in New York, Denver and Chicago nightclubs.  Hot fashion accessories include vintage rayon gabardine print dresses for women; zoot suits and spats for men.  Hot bands:  Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, featured in the film Swingers, and the 20’s-style swing sound of the Squirrel Nut Zippers.  Wall St. Journal.





Educated Sex:  Americans who have attended graduate school average 52 sex acts a year.  High school graduates average 59, while folks who left school after college average 61.  USA Today.





Profitable Sex:  There has been a 100% rise in American porn-video rentals and sales since 1992 (excluding Internet sites). At $4.2 billion, it’s a business twice as large as major-league baseball, three times as large as Disney’s theme park division, and eight times as large as Broadway.  Adult Video News.
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