People are talking about:  The Dalai Lama appears on billboards for Apple computers in Hollywood.  The surviving members of the Grateful Dead will reunite under a new name, the Other Ones, and begin touring this summer. Dean Martin will the subject of Martin Scorsese’s next movie.  Jim Carrey’s next movie will be a biography of comedian Andy Kaufman, directed by Milos Forman.  Star Trek’s James Doohan turns 78.  Died:  Louis Mahle, 101, the inventor of Chiclets gum.





Marketing Trends:  Starbucks will introduce a frozen juice/tea beverage this summer called Tiázzi.  A new line of Chanel cosmetics will be called “Cyber Glow”.  Hasbro introduces Monopoly bubble gum, which comes in the shape of play money.  Talking to Heaven, a book by psychic James Van Praagh who connects believers with their deceased love ones over the Internet,  has sold 600,000 copies.  Six Flags Theme Parks’ newest commercial features a teenager vomiting into a trash can while an announcer claims “Another satisfied customer”. 





Nike, at the request of Michael Jordan, will delay releasing its new Air Jordan shoe until next weekend, because too many kids skip school when shoes are released during the week.  In NYC, passers-by can touch the windows of Bloomingdale’s to make the inside display mannequins move.  McDonald’s will offer a free Tomogotchi virtual pet with each Happy Meal in July.  A trip to outer space, scheduled for December 1, 2001, is offered in the Stanford Alumni Association winter travel brochure ($98,000/person).





New and Improved:  The top new US product introductions for 1997:  Dippin’ Pizza (which includes a bowl of dipping sauce), HomeTown Stars (a cereal featuring photos of local sports teams), UncleBen’s Calcium Plus Rice, easier-to-scoop Breyers Soft’n Creamy Ice Cream, Huggies Little Swimmers Disposable Swimpants, Windex Outdoor Glass Cleaner (which hooks up to a garden hose to spray through screens), and Coppertone Kids Disappearing Purple Sunblock.  Marketing Intelligence Services.





Doctors Keep Their Distance:  Stethoscope makers have gradually increased the length of their instruments from 22 inches to 27 or 30 inches.  Doctors have requested the additional length to protect themselves from strains of antibiotic-resistant bacteria and the resurgence of tuberculosis.  NY Times.





How Much Is Enough?:  A new survey shows the general public believes that an annual income of $25,000 is enough to get by, $41,000 is enough to live in reasonable comfort, and $102,000 is enough to “fulfill all dreams”.  However, the richest 1 percent of Americans (with incomes over $250,000 or assets over $2.5 million), believe it takes $80,000 to get by, $150,000 to live in reasonable comfort, and $500,000 to “fulfill all dreams”.  Worth/Roper Starch.





Only 657 Days Left:  The “Year 2000 Computer Bug”,  also known as “Y2K” and which will occur on 1/1/2000, will seriously affect many computer systems and chips.  For example, there are about 9,000 electric utility plants in the US,  including 108 nuclear plants, and at the present time none of them are Y2K compliant.  Two-thirds have either not started or are seriously behind their efforts.  Possible consequences include intermittent blackouts for the nation’s power grid for several months.  —From Time Bomb 2000, by Ed Yourdon.
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