People are talking about:  The voices of Woody Allen, Sharon Stone, Sylvester Stallone, and Christopher Walken 
will 
star in Dreamworks’ compute
r
-
animated 
Bugz.  Songwriter and singer Pete Seeger turns 79.
  Bob Seeger turns 56.  Died: Mary Fendrich Hulman, 93, who took over the Indianapolis Motor Speedway when her husband died in 1977.  She carried on the tradition he started, crying out “Gentlemen, start your engines!” at the start of each race.



Our Wired World:  DC Ranch, a new luxury-housing development ($230,000 and up),  in Scottsdale, AZ is offering its residents the first private residential “intranet,” called Ranch Net.  It provides high-speed Internet access, email, and will plug community members into the hospital and school.   7-11 tests Internet kiosks at several stores in the Seattle area.  In NYC, two police video cameras begin full-time surveillance of Manhattan’s Washington Square Park.



Money, Death, and Sex:  Luxury decorator Scalamandré offers the “Rogarshevsky Scroll”, a faithful copy of the 14th wallpaper layer found on the walls in a tenement building on NYC’s lower ea
st side ($84.75/roll wholesale)
.  A leather sneaker for women called Quick ($525/pair) has a 3-month waiting list at the NYC Hermès store.  The York Casket Co. sells a solid ash casket with a gloss finish that enables funeral-goers to write with markers on the outside without smearing.  The casket is marketed to families of youths killed in gang violence.  Playboy Enterprises is underwriting an exhibition of stag films at NYC’s Whitney Museum to open in December.   An LA gynecologist runs newspaper ads for “Laser Vaginal Rejuvenation” with the slogan “You won’t believe how good sex can be!” (www.drmatlock.com).

Color News:  The newest fashion and product colors include Squid Ink, a dark, gray-influenced blue; Silkworm, a creamy, light tan; Chakra Purple, a veiled lavender; Fiesta, a blue-influenced orange; and Hermatite, a dark grayed purple intended to replace black.�Color Marketing Group.



New Products To Watch:  Storm lemon-line soda with caffeine from Pepsi; Do-it-yourself drycleaner Dry-Al from P&G
;
 WhipperSnapple fruit juice and dairy smoothies; and WOW! fat-free potato chips from Frito-Lay.  Arrow and Alternative Family  are two new magazines directed toward the parents of the estimated ten million children living in gay and lesbian families.  Ad Age. 



Concentrated Wealth
:  Even af
ter three years of spectacular gains on Wall Street, 60% of Americans own no stock at all (including stock within company pension plans).  The wealthiest 1% of Americans own nearly half of all stock, while the bottom 80% own only 3%.  Four out of ten working-aged Americans have three months’ worth of income or less in savings.  NY Times, USA Today.



Viewpoint—The USA Is Growing Up:  “America, the world’s pre-eminent youth culture, is becoming a middle-aged culture.  Crime, especially violent crime, is plunging, marriage rates are increasing, divorce rates are slowly going down, and millions of Americans have suddenly developed a passion for spirituality.  One important reason for this shift is that the adult median age is now 43, up from the mid-30’s during the tumultuous 1960s.  In the next fifteen years, it will become nearly 50.  Because of this, the narcissistic, materialistic values of youth will exert less influence on consumer behavior.”  —David Woolf in American Demographics.
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