People are talking about:  Monica Lewinsky’s alma mater, the Pacific Hills School, has hired a publicist to coordinate interviews with their staff.  Bill Clinton and Sylvester Stallone turn 52.  Bob Dole hosts Purina’s search for the “Great American Dog”.  





The U.S. Naval Academy drops courses, required of midshipmen since 1845, that teach celestial navigation with a sextant.  The Navy will also replace the traditional bell-bottom dungarees, worn for 60 years, with  straight-legged pants.  Monsanto acquires Delta & Pine Land Co., a biotech company that patented a process that makes seeds sterile, thereby forcing farmers back to a seed dealer for next season’s supply. Cadillac will debut a new roadster (built on a Corvette engineering platform) in October.  Gillette and Disney (Armageddon) place ads on the rubber sticks that customers use to separate their groceries at the checkout aisle.  Pepsi and Fuji sponsor floor decal ads in Kmarts worldwide.  Hasbro introduces Sound Bites, a “toy candy” that makes four different sounds.  Sony will offer candy in the shape of Celine Dion, the first of their Celebrity Chocolates line.





Local News:  Marfa, Texas (pop. 2,424) is the newest trendy photo location, attracting Martha Stewart, Calvin Klein, and Vogue shoots.  Boston’s hipsters are piercing their ears with a post the size of a quarter.  CNN reports that business is rising at Nevada’s legal brothels due to Viagra use among their customers.  An Aurora, Illinois funeral home sells 14-carat gold pendants with a hollow cavity for cremation ashes.  NYC police will equip its entire force with hollow-point bullets that cause greater injury but have less chance of passing through their targets and hurting bystanders.  Kankakee, Illinois police are successfully exchanging illegal guns for Beanie Babies.





Trademark Watch:   From 1993 to 1996, trademarks using words such as cyber, link, and web grew by a rate of more than 30% per year.  Last year’s usage of these words declined by 14%.  However, the use of tech and power continued to gain.  Wall St. Journal.





Slang Watch:  Among African American youth ages 14-20, the following terms are “out”: dope, fly, and phat (meaning good) and wack (meaning bad).  “In” words: da bomb, tight, straight (all meaning good).  Burrell Advertising.





Working Out: Here are some exercise classes being offered in U.S. health clubs:  Gospel Moves (aerobic dancing to a live church choir), Coed Wrestling, Capoeira (Brazilian martial arts done to live drums), Boot Camp (Army basic training), Fireman Workout (climb ladders, carry hoses), Club Night (spin or step to a live D.J.).   Krav Maga, a self-defense technique invented by the Israeli military, has also become popular in American gyms.  Its basic premise is that anything goes, including eye-gouging and groin kicking. Swing, Time.





Bad Behavior:  Twenty three percent of American men have rented an X-rated video, while only 11% of women have.  Twenty eight percent of men have had a one-night stand, compared to 13% of women.  However, thirty five percent of American women have lied about their weight, compared to 11% of the men, and twenty two percent of women have lied about their age, compared to 18% of men.  Roper Starch Worldwide.





Reminder:   JOHO will publish a combined August-September issue next month.
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