People are talking about:  John Glenn’s return to space on Oct. 29 will be reported on CNN by Walter Cronkite, who covered Glenn’s first space flight in 1962.  Neve Campbell, Leonardo DiCaprio, Sara Michelle Gellar, Jennifer Love Hewitt and Scott Wolf are named People magazine’s most popular up-and-coming stars by college-aged consumers.  Died: Actor Hugh Reilly, 82, who played the father on the classic “Lassie” TV show (1958-1964). A. Sterl Artley, 91, who wrote the “Dick and Jane” primers that taught a generation of American children to read.  Massena Gump, 88, inventor of “Andy Gump” portable toilets.  





One-second TV commercials debut for Master Lock.  Vogue’s September issue is now 77% advertising, up from 65% five years ago.  Bloomingdale’s NYC flagship store decorates its store windows with blackboards full of physics equations.  A store specializing in lesbian sex devices opens in NYC, calling itself Toys in Babeland.





Butter prices hit record highs, now selling for $4.00 per pound, up from about $2.50 six months ago. McDonald’s quietly adds bottled water (20 oz./99¢) to its menu in 1,500 locations.  Burger King in NYC’s financial district offers 20 minutes of high-speed Internet access (free with $4.99 purchase).  This month, Hasbro rolls out six different Furby fuzzy animatronic toys ($25/each).  A cross between a stuffed animal and virtual pet, it begins speaking “Furbish” but learns English and to interact with humans and other Furbys.  LifeStyles advertises its condoms as “shaped for 2” on late-night programs on CBS-TV.  William Morrow, has just published The Black Box:  All-New Cockpit Voice Recorder Accounts of In-Flight Accidents.  


Home Shopping’s Greatest Hits:  The most popular items currently sold on cable retailer QVC (available in 66 million homes) include the George Foreman Grilling Machine,  the Roto Zip cordless power saw kit  and Sealy Posturepedic’s Sweet Sleep 2-piece pillow sets.  Adweek.





“Dotting”:  Using a hand-held laser pointer to place an annoying red dot of light on strangers becomes a new urban craze in classrooms, theaters, and stores.  Because the dots resemble those produced by laser gun sights and can cause retinal damage to eyes, Ocean City, Md. passes a law prohibiting pointing lasers beams at people. Several other cities have banned their sale to minors.  NY Times. 





Fall Fashion:  For the first time in years, designers have radically altered silhouettes and color schemes.  For women, skirt lengths drop well below the knee, and sometimes to the ankle.   Women’s tops are flocked with beads and fur trim.  Men’s pants will feature pajama-bottom drawstrings, and suits will become more unstructured.  Look for expensive sweaters worn under suits instead of ties.  Donna Karan and J. Crew sell 3-button jackets, Calvin Klein offers 2-buttons, while Kenneth Cole insists on a 4-button model.  For both women and men, the color black, in-fashion for years, will be replaced by gray.  Cable TV’s E! will debut a 24-hour channel devoted entirely to fashion.





Reading Rules:  A new poll finds that 30 percent of Americans prefer to spend their leisure time (now averaging 20 hours per week) reading for pleasure.  Watching TV comes in second at 21 percent.  Spending time with their families was reported as a favorite by only 13 per cent.  Harris Poll/Reuters.
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