People are talking about:  Jim Carrey will star in Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas, directed by Ron Howard.  Steven Spielberg will direct Memoirs of a Geisha, the story of a young woman’s rise from near slavery in prewar Japan to stardom as a geisha. 





Died:  Jeffrey Moss, 56, creator of Cookie Monster and Oscar The Grouch.  Marc Harrison, 62, inventor of the Cuisinart food processor in 1972.  Reynold Johnson, 92, inventor of the computer disk drive and the half-inch video cassette.  Otto Wichterle, 84, inventor of the soft contact lens in 1961.  Myron Scott, 91, creator of the Soap Box Derby, and who also named the Corvette.  Dan Quisenberry, 45, Kansas City Royals relief pitcher.  He once said, “I have seen the future, and it is a lot like the present, only longer.” 





A 30-second commercial on NBC’s ER  now costs between $525,000 and $540,000, reduced from last year’s $550,000.  Cable TV’s Food Network premieres “This is Your Fridge”, featuring leftovers found in various celebrities’ refrigerators.  Discovery Zone becomes Sesame Street’s  first corporate sponsor since the program began 30 years ago.  A/X Armani Exchange places ads picturing their fall clothing on Jones soda bottles in NYC. Panasonic begins selling the first TV set equipped with the V-chip that can block objectionable programming.





M&M’s Crispy candy will be launched on the Super Bowl with a $50 million ad campaign and distribution of 75 million free samples.  P&G’s Jif peanut butter tests chocolate, apple cinnamon, and berry flavors.  General Motors will discontinue both the Oldsmobile Eighty Eight (born 1949) and the Buick Riviera (born 1963).


Popular Video Games:  For boys: Flesh Feast,  where the “blood-spurting, head-rolling, corpse-hacking” game’s point is to “club, chainsaw, shoot, impale, run over, and drown your adversaries with everything from a baseball bat to a freshly-liberated zombie arm”; Phantasmagoria,  featuring rape scenes; Daggerfall,  filled with topless prostitutes; and Dead or Alive,  which has an optional “bouncing breast” feature for the female characters.  For girls: Cosmopolitan Virtual Makeover, which allows a player to scan her face and then make it over; and Rockett’s Secret Invitation, where the player must “navigate cliques” and “climb the junior high school popularity ladder.”Gamefun.





Prison Labor:  Companies are now recruiting workers directly from prison, due to the tightest US labor market in 30 years.  A Texas construction company has hired about 150 ex-convicts with a 85% success rate.  Mirage Resorts in Las Vegas has hired 26 ex-offenders in recent years. Washington Post.





Branding Furniture:  Cole Porter, Ernest Hemmingway, Hollywood costume designer Bob Mackie, and The PGA Tour all have licensed their names to furniture collections.  Next fall, the Beatles’ new company, The Yellow Submarine, will introduce a children’s line of furniture. NY Times. 





What Do You Believe?  Thirty percent of Americans say they believe in ghosts, 72 percent believe in angels, 72 percent think there is life on other planets, and 47 percent believe in creationism.   Thirty percent of US elementary and secondary school teachers say they would rather teach creationism than evolution.  75 percent of Americans say they believe in the death penalty.  Gallup, Roper, Harris Poll, Yankelovich.
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