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People are talking about:  Former Disney Mouseketeer, Darlene Gillespie, 56, is convicted on 12 counts of securities fraud.  Tom Hanks and Steven Spielberg will make “Band of Brothers”, a WWII mini-series for HBO.  Consummating a courtship that began in 1929, comics characters Popeye and Olive Oyl will marry next February.  Died: Light-heavyweight champion Archie Moore, 84, the only fighter who fought both Rocky Marciano and Muhammad Ali.  He lost both bouts.  

FBI figures show that serious crimes fell  in 1997 for the sixth straight year and the murder rate reached a 30-year low.  During the same year, the nation’s prison population grew by 5.2%, rising to 1.7 million.  A new survey by the Anti-Defamation League shows a continuing drop in America’s “hard core anti-Semites”, from 29% in 1964 to 20% in 1992, to 12% currently.  

Microsoft and Clarion introduce the Auto PC ($1,299), a Windows CE-based dashboard computer that uses voice synthesis to read aloud traffic reports, incoming email, and the driver’s personal contact directory, connecting to a cellular phone, navigation system, CD player and digital radio. 
Ginko Chic:   Wellness themes are showing up in a wide range of products.  Wamsutta introduces sheets in “therapeutic colors” and “healing fabrics” in patterns inspired by ginko leaves.  (Extract from the 300-million- year-old ginko is thought to enhance memory.)  Ralph Lauren’s newest furniture is a spa-like design of sea-grass tables, woven rattan and blond wood.  The new NYC boutique “spa” hotel, W, features exotic body treatments and tiny rooms with a patch of grass on the windowsill—and a watering can. 

Food Trends for 1999:  Raw food (tartares and shashimis of everything, even chicken); food in broth (often poured from teapots); microgreens (soil-grown sprouts of vegetables); coffees by temperature (depending on how quickly you like to drink it); small plates and large plates instead of appetizers and entrées; ethical cuisine (no swordfish, free-range poultry, line-caught seafood); cocktail onions in drinks (like the Gibson).  Food and Wine.
Viewpoint—Our Age of Post-Reality:  The USA is becoming a “Republic of Entertainment” devoted to enhancing the fantasy lives of its citizens, who alter their own lives to live within these manufactured realities.  American life is “the biggest, most entertaining, most realistic movie of all, one that plays 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and features a cast of billions.”  Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton have turned politics into a branch of show business, evangelists “recast revival meetings as a television variety show”, news is  packaged with movie-style slogans and logos (“Crisis in the Gulf”),  and many sporting events have “evolved from competitions to exhibitions.” —From Life the Movie, by Neal Gabler, 1998.

A Christmas Sampler:  Two out of five Americans will leave cookies and milk or another treat for Santa on Christmas Eve.  One out of five go out Christmas caroling.  Nearly three out of four will attend religious services during the season, and 58% will make at least one home-made gift.  NORAD, the North American Aerospace Defense Command, will track Santa’s sleigh on Christmas eve at 
 HYPERLINK http://www.noradsanta.org 
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.  Am. Demographics.

JOHO thanks you for your support in 1998 and wishes you a happy, healthy New Year! 
The Best of JOHO, 1998:
X-Files’ Scully and Mulder become Mattel’s newest Barbie and Ken dolls. A Gap commercial uses  Bob Dylan’s ‘70’s anthem “Forever Young” to sell kids’ clothing.  Bob Dole hosts Purina’s search for the “Great American Dog”.
German-owned DaimlerChrysler AG now owns Jeep, the descendant of the U.S. military vehicle that helped defeat Germany’s Nazi government in W.W.II. Luxury decorator Scalamandré offers the “Rogarshevsky Scroll”, a copy of the 14th wallpaper layer found on the walls in a tenement building on NYC’s lower east side ($84.75/roll wholesale).  A leather sneaker for women called Quick ($525/pair) has a 3-month waiting list at the NYC Hermès store.  

The York Casket Co. sells a solid ash casket with a gloss finish that enables funeral-goers to write with markers on the outside without smearing.  The casket is marketed to families of youths killed in gang violence.  “Single note” fragrances of natural scents by Demeter Fragrances are big sellers in specialty stores.  Most popular:  Dirt cologne (which smells like potting soil), Carrot, Mint Chocolate, Tomato, Cucumber, and Tiramasu.  In development:  Gasoline, Sweat, Creme Brulee and the scent of newborn puppies.

Swing, Swing, Swing:  San Francisco leads the rebirth of 1940’s-style swing music, which has also caught on in New York, Denver and Chicago nightclubs.  Hot fashion accessories include vintage rayon gabardine print dresses for women; zoot suits and spats for men.  Hot bands:  Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, featured in the film Swingers, and the 20’s-style swing sound of the Squirrel Nut Zippers.  Wall St. Journal.

Doctors Keep Their Distance:  Stethoscope makers have gradually increased the length of their instruments from 22 inches to 27 or 30 inches.  Doctors have requested the additional length to protect themselves from strains of antibiotic-resistant bacteria and the resurgence of tuberculosis.  NY Times
Popular Video Games:  For boys: Flesh Feast,  where the “blood-spurting, head-rolling, corpse-hacking” game’s point is to “club, chainsaw, shoot, impale, run over, and drown your adversaries with everything from a baseball bat to a freshly-liberated zombie arm”; Phantasmagoria,  featuring rape scenes; Daggerfall,  filled with topless prostitutes; and Dead or Alive,  which has an optional “bouncing breast” feature for the female characters.  For girls: Cosmopolitan Virtual Makeover, which allows a player to scan her face and then make it over; and Rockett’s Secret Invitation, where the player must “navigate cliques” and “climb the junior high school popularity ladder.”Gamefun.

Networks Decline:  On a typical night, less than 30 percent of Americans 18–49 are watching network television.  About as many people watched Who’s the Boss? in the 1980s as watched Seinfeld this past year.  Newsweek.

How Much Is Enough?:  A new survey shows the general public believes that an annual income of $25,000 is enough to get by, $41,000 is enough to live in reasonable comfort, and $102,000 is enough to “fulfill all dreams”.  However, the richest 1 percent of Americans (with incomes over $250,000 or assets over $2.5 million), believe it takes $80,000 to get by, $150,000 to live in reasonable comfort, and $500,000 to “fulfill all dreams”.  Worth/Roper Starch.
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