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People are talking about:   Sportscaster Marv Albert, fired by NBC a year and a half ago after pleading guilty to biting a woman during sex, has been hired by Turner Sports to nationally broadcast basketball and other sports on the TNT network.  Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young will tour together this summer for the first time since 1974.  Paula Jones begins a new career as a telephone psychic ($3.99/minute).  In the past year, the name “Monica” has fallen from 73rd to 97th on the list of most popular names for baby girls.  

Died:  John Goldwater, 83, who created Archie comics in 1942;  Harry Rossoll, 89, creator of the Forest Service’s Smokey Bear character;  Glenn Seaborg, 86, inventor of nine artificial elements, including plutonium; Paul Zoll, 87, inventor of the “defibrillator” device used to restart hearts after an attack.  He died of respiratory arrest.

US West launches their “No Solicitation” service ($6.95/mo) that automatically rejects telemarketing calls.  LA’s Pursuit Watch Network ($9.99/3 mo.) will page subscribers whenever a television helicopter is broadcasting a live freeway police chase.  Dallas-based White Light introduces a new line of painted coffins.  Designs include a colorful sunset, a golf-themed “Fairway to Heaven”, and a brown parcel stamped “Return To Sender”.  

Who Lives In Your TV?  Characters in prime-time network television programs who are mentally ill are portrayed as the USA’s most dangerous demographic group, with 60% shown to be involved with crime or violence (three times the actual rate).  Hispanics appear at about one quarter of their rate in the population, 2.6% vs. 10.7%.  Nine out of 10 women characters are under age 46.  As they age, women are more likely to be depicted as criminals or evil.  Temple University for The Screen Actors Guild.

Interactive Foods:  Kellogg’s Wild Magicburst Pop-Tarts feature sprinkles that shift to vivid hues when toasted.  Unilever  introduces Tongue Splashers, a lip-shaped ice pop containing a hidden gumball that paints kids’ lips and tongues a bright color.  Quaker Oats rolls out Dino Eggs, which “hatch” in hot water to reveal edible dinosaurs. 
Women On Campus:  Since 1979, women have outnumbered men on college campuses, but now the gap is widening: Fifty-seven percent of BAs are awarded to women.  At Boston College, radical feminist scholar Mary Daly is suspended when she refuses to allow two male students enroll in her introductory course on feminist ethics.  Ads appear in Ivy League campus newspapers offering $50,000 to egg donors who are at least five-foot-ten and who have scored at least 1400 on the SATs.  The ads have drawn 200 responses.  US News, NY Times.
Viewpoint:  Our Entertainment Economy.   “Americans now spend more on entertainment than they do on clothing or health care.  Already seasoned multitaskers in their professional lives, consumers are increasingly looking to further maximize their scarce leisure opportunities by seeking out products and services that include entertainment content as an additional part of their offering.  Products and brands that deliver on consumers’ expectation of entertainment will succeed.  Products that do not, will disappear.  In this environment, brands become the celebrities that businesses need to bring consumers through the door”. —Michael J. Wolfe in Wired.
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