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People are talking about:  Rapper Sean “Puffy” Combs plans a line of frozen foods, including condiments and juices. Ernest Hemmingway’s final novel manuscript, True at First Light, will be published this summer.  Julia Roberts signs for a record $20 million to star in the legal drama Erin Brockovich. Snoopy (and Charlie Brown) turn 50 in June.  Died:  Lee Falk, 87, creator of the 1936 comic strips “Mandrake the Magician” and “The Phantom”.

The World Wrestling Federation, riding a wave of cable-TV popularity, will open a theme restaurant in NYC’s Times Square and will build a theme hotel and casino in Las Vegas.  The Museum of Sex, or Mosex, breaks ground for a seven-story building on NYC’s Fifth Avenue at 27th St.  The Orange County, California retirement community Leisure World incorporates as the city of Laguna Woods, with 18,000 citizens, 240 clubs, swimming pools, tennis courts—and no children.  

The US Navy attempts to recruit and retain sailors by establishing on-board “wellness” programs, which include counseling, personal fitness training, and free 15-minute facial massages.  Priceline.com, an Internet travel discounter, lost $114 million on $35 million of revenue last year.  Last month it became a public corporation; its market capitalization rocketed to $9.8 billion in a single day, which now makes it more valuable than United, Continental, and Northwest combined. 

A carton of Marlboro cigarettes now costs $33 in LA, a first run movie ticket costs $9.50 in NYC, and a single shot of Bowmore 40 scotch costs $980.00 at Manhattan’s Hole in One Bar.  The gift shop at NYC’s American Museum of Natural History offers Cockroach Earrings ($25), a Rat Hand Puppet ($25), and a Virus Coaster Set that includes Influenza A, Hepatitis B, Adenovirus, and T4 Bacteriofage ($12/set).

Virtual Product Placement:  On March 17, computer-generated images of four products (from Coca-Cola, Evian, Kenneth Cole, and Wells Fargo Bank), were inserted electronically into the background of the UPN-TV series “Seven Days”.  —Hollywood Reporter.

Did You Need To Read This Twice?  Reflecting an aging baby-boomer population, sales of products containing ginko bilboa, an herbal compound said to enhance memory, reached $240 million last year.  Recently published books include Why Can’t I Remember?, and Brain Fitness.  Neurocorp Ltd. plans to open 240 “Memory Centers” across the US.  The 6-8 week program will cost about $800. —NY Times.

On Television:  “Strangers With Candy” (Comedy Central), a sitcom featuring a 46-year old former drug addict who returns home to live with her father, who apparently is already dead and suffering from rigor mortis.  “Asphalt Beach” (MTV), a drama set in a reform school starring four young men, two of whom are playing women.  “Happy Hour” (USA), a variety show featuring stunts like guessing whether a close-up picture is a rock star or a rodent.  
Time Online:  The average online computer user in the US spends six hours a week surfing the Web.  That time does not include sending and receiving e-mail, which is the

most popular online activity.  Sixty-three percent of online users say they

use e-mail "often," a 10% increase since September 1998.  The next most
popular activity (39%) was conducting research for work or school.

Thirty-one percent of users shop online, with books the most frequently

purchased item (software ranked in second place).  —Reuters 
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