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People are talking about:   In the first week of June, two Arizona men and one North Carolina woman legally changed their names to Obi-Wan Kenobi.  July 20 marks the 30th anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s first step on the moon.  Sergei Krushchev, son of the ‘60s Soviet leader, has applied for U.S. Citizenship.  Mr. Whipple, the fussy spokesgrocer for P&G’s Charmin bathroom tissue (1964-1985), returns in new commercials using the theme “He’s back! Because it’s better!”
Victoria’s Secret reports that thong underwear sales have increased 30%, compared with less than 5% for other panties.  Brooks Brothers reports that pink is their hottest-selling tie color this season. Fashion-conscious urban youths are choosing clothing decorated with logos of companies involved with stock-car racing, including Nascar, DuPont, and Goodwrench.
Illegally-imported Mexican Coca-Cola (made with cane sugar instead U.S. Coke’s corn syrup) is a big seller in San Francisco’s trendy Mission District. New York Knicks recently raised the price of a regular-season front row seat at Madison Square Garden to $1,500 a game.  NYC’s It’s A Wrap restaurant now takes cell-phone orders for sandwiches and delivers them by bicycle to locations in Central Park.  Cadillac is building a race car to compete at Le Mans next year.  Lincoln Mercury’s Mountaineers sold in California and Hawaii now come with Zappy electric scooters (usual cost/$650) that fold to the size of a small suitcase.  People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals launches a billboard campaign featuring a bikini-clad woman holding a link of sausages.  The copy reads:  “I threw a party but the cattlemen couldn’t come.  Eating meat causes impotence.”

Leadership and the Military:  Neither the current U.S. President, Secretary of State or Secretary of Defense has had personal military experience.  Only a third of the members of Congress are veterans, down from 75% in 1971.  Just six have served in Vietnam.  Current Presidential candidates?   Al Gore worked as a journalist for the Army in Vietnam.  George W. Bush, Bill Bradley, Steve Forbes and Dan Quayle worked off their draft eligibility as reservists.   NY Times.

New “Friends”:  Inspired by the hit show, other TV networks are focusing on the same idea:  The WB’s “D.C.”, about five 22-year olds in Washington; ABC’s “Wasteland”, about six friends in the New York dating scene; NBC’s “Cold Feet”, about three young couples, and The WB’s “Jack and Jill” about six 20-somethings living in New York. 

Financially Assisted Suicide:  Oregon now includes assisted suicide among the approved uses of the state’s health-care dollars.  The fatal dose of Phenobarbital D is reimbursed at $45.  Patients must, however,  first consult with a physician and psychiatric counselor ($60/visit) before it can be prescribed.  Slate.
More Car for Less:  An average-priced new vehicle ($24,311) now requires 23.7 weeks of median, pre-tax family income.  This makes them as affordable as they have been since 1980.  Auto News.
Wrestling Mania:  Fifty episodes of a popular wrestling TV program included 1,658 instances of grabbing or pointing to one’s crotch, 157 instances of an obscene finger gesture, 128 episodes of simulated sexual activity, and 21 references to urination.  The wrestlers also enact crucifixions, sadomasochism, and prostitution.  US News. 

Quote Of The Month:  “To put it bluntly, few if any, people thought of O.J. Simpson as black. His social circle was almost entirely white. His extraordinary athletic skill and congeniality permitted him to flourish within white society. To

portray Simpson as an African American martyr is absurd.” —Johnnie Cochran,  in The Los Angeles Times.  

Extra—A JOHO Summer Reading List:  For readers who are interested in the intersection of technology, politics, business, communications and culture—the territory that JOHO attempts to explore each month—here are three new books that I’ve found to be especially engaging and useful. 

The Lexus and The Olive Tree, by Thomas L. Friedman (Farrar, Straus and Giroux).   Friedman is the well-traveled Foreign Affairs columnist for The New York Times.  He illustrates and analyzes the new international system— globalization— that has replaced the old Cold War system.  This is a very accessible book filled with fascinating people (from peasants to presidents) and many original insights and concepts.  After reading it, you’ll understand how the world really works, and you’ll watch the evening news with a whole new perspective.

Blur—The Speed of Change in the Connected Economy, by Stan Davis and Christopher Meyer (Perseus Books).  The world is getting faster.  Change is constant.  Boundaries between buyer and seller, product and service, and employee and entrepreneur are disappearing.  The authors demonstrate how the powerful forces of speed, intangibles, and connectivity  combine to create “blur”—a new way to look at the future of business. 

Turn of the Century , by Kurt Andersen (Random House).  This is a sprawling, read-it-by-the-pool novel set in Manhattan, Los Angeles, and Seattle in the year 2000—where everything is like today, only a little more so.  (He’s a cutting-edge TV executive,  she’s a cutting-edge software tycoon).  It’s all about greed, entertainment, sexual temptation, and making a ton of fast money on Wall Street.  It’s also about how family, marriage, and friendship change when new technologies arrive.  Turn of the Century is glossy, fun, and quite thought-provoking. 
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