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People are talking about:  Kathleen McGrath becomes the first woman to command a U.S. Navy warship.  Spokes-rodent Stuart Little will appear on packages of Sorrento string cheese, Banquet frozen pot pies, and Break Cake snacks.  Disney scraps its 43-year-old ban on mustaches for its theme park employees.  American Airlines plans to hand out poetry volumes on flights next month. McDonald’s introduces a new tag line:  “We want to make you smile.” Mattel will introduce Barbie for President, packaged with a “Girl’s Bill of Rights.”  Hugh Hefner turns 74.  MTV turns 18.  USA Today turns 18.  Life magazine ends publication in May.

Tech News:  Scientists at Lucent have moved 3.28 terabits per second of data over optical fiber.  At this rate, they could transmit three times the volume of daily Internet traffic for the whole world —in one second.  DotTV will pay the tiny Pacific island nation of Tuvalu $50 million (about three times the country's gross domestic product) for the right to sell Internet domain names ending in “tv.” La Grange, Ga. will install free high-speed Internet access to all its households and businesses, making it the largest completely wired town. 7-Eleven will install personal-transaction Internet terminals in its 6,200 stores. The founder of Scient, dotcom billionaire Eric Greenberg, hired Elton John to sing at his wedding last month—for $1 million.
America Needs Workers: Nortel Networks offered jobs to each of the 38 Santa Clara University undergraduate engineering students who attended its 

recruiting banquet.  Starting salaries ranged from $53,000 to $72,000. Students who accepted within the first week received a signing bonus and those who accepted during the second week got half the bonus. SiliconValley.com

Back to the 1980’s:  Fishnets and leg warmers return, along with comeback albums by Tiffany, Duran-Duran, and Run-DMC.  The new movie American Psycho is set in mid-‘80’s NYC.  An ‘80’s Sony Betamax sold on ebay ($660) as a collectable. 
America Makes Babies: The total number of births and the birthrate were up in 1998 for the first time since 1990. The teenage birthrate continues down nearly 20 percent since 1991. Births to unmarried women rose slightly, to 33 percent of total births, with the following demographic breakdown: 22 percent of births to white women were outside of marriage, 42 percent for Hispanics, and 70 percent for blacks.  Washington Post.
Viewpoint—Where Am I?  “For more and more people the world is coming to resemble a diaspora, filled with new kinds of beings —Gastarbeiters and boat people and Marielitos—as well as new kinds of realities:  Rwandans in Auckland and Moroccans in Iceland. One reason why Melbourne looks ever more like Houston is that both of them are filling up with Vietnamese pho cafés; and computer technology further encourages us to believe that the most remote point is just a click away. 

Everywhere is so made up of everywhere else—a polycentric

Anagram—that I hardly notice I'm sitting in a Parisian café just outside

Chinatown (in San Francisco), talking to a Mexican-American friend about

biculturalism while a Haitian woman stops off to congratulate him on a piece

he's just delivered on TV on St. Patrick's Day. ‘I know all about those Irish nuns,’ she says, in a thick patois, as we sip our Earl Grey tea near signs that say City of Hong Kong, Empress of China.”—Pico Iyer, The Global Soul: Jet Lag, Shopping Malls, and the Search for Home (2000). 
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