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People are talking about:  Darva Conger, who recently annulled her marriage to Rick Rockwell from Fox-TV’s “Who Wants to Marry a

Millionaire?”, will appear nude in Playboy. The creator of the Insult Comic Dog, a sock puppet seen on NBC-TV’s “Late Night with Conan O'Brien” since 1997, is being sued by Pets.com for its defamatory remarks regarding the Pets.com sock puppet.  ABC-TV will hire a real dot-com magazine staff and follow them with a camera crew 24 hours a day for six months.  Lucky  is a new magazine from Condé Nast, positioned as “A New Magazine About Shopping”.  Products displayed in the “editorial” pages are labeled with prices.

Local Trends:  Vermont gives approval to same-sex marriages, called “civil unions”.  San Francisco outlaws discrimination based upon “body size”. African-American mourners at New Orleans funerals wear memorial T-shirts, called “dead man shirts”.  These feature the name and picture of the deceased, song lyrics, a tombstone, and dates of birth and death.

Beverage News:  Coming this summer are SoBe’s Tsunami, a creamsicle-like smoothie, and chocolate Lizard Quake.  Canadaigua will launch DNA, an “alcoholic spring water”.  Anheuser Busch offers Doc Otis’ spiked lemonade in a Fruit Fantasy flavor.  Coors is rolling out Zima Citrus in California.

Dirty Denim:  Jeans return as a trendy fashion item—sequined, studded, and distressed.  Hottest are those already burnt, paint-spattered, stained or with pre-frayed hems and pockets, like those found in styles by Helmut Lang ($162) and Anna Sui ($435).  NYC’s Bergdorf Goodman will trim these with sable or mink ($2,350 & up).  NY Times.

Downloading Movies:  Walt Disney's Miramax Films will make 12 full-length features available for downloading over the Internet through SightSound.com. They will take 15-20 minutes to download on a DSL or cable modem and will “self destruct” after 24 hours.  Slate. 
The New Baseball:  Almost one fourth of Major League Baseball’s 839 players were born out of the 50 U.S. states, representing 16 foreign countries and Puerto Rico.  The Dominican Republic contributed 71 players, Puerto Rico 33, and Venezuela 31.  Six players come from Japan, three from Korea, and one each from England and Australia.

The New Girl Scouts:  Scouts can now earn “Stress to Success” badges, after learning time management and relaxation techniques including meditation and foot reflexology.  Girls can also earn badges in Car Care, Desktop Publishing and Exploring the Net.  Brandweek.

Business Casual: Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft, the NYC law firm that since 1792 has required its associates and partners to wear strict business attire, now allows employees to dress down every day.  Earlier this year, Goldman Sachs, J.P. Morgan, and Morgan Stanley Dean Witter all announced similar policies.  LA Times.

Sex or Sleep?  When asked to choose between more sleep and less sex, or more sex and less sleep, women picked sleep by a margin of 49% to 48%.  Among men, sex was preferred 71% to 26%.  A similar question was asked about giving up either a favorite food or sex:  77% of the women would give up the food; 20% would sacrifice sex.  For men, 91% would give up the food, 7% would forfeit sex.  Family Circle.
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