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Scan/Scroll:  Mark Wahlberg has been cast in the upcoming Planet of the Apes, in the same part originally played by Charlton Heston.  Ringo Star  and Tina Turner turn 60.  Mick Jagger turns 57. Chad and Alisha Blondeheel of Newaygo, Mich., have named their son Espen after ESPN, the sports cable-TV network.  Died:  Casley Killgallon, 87, inventor of the Etch-A-Sketch; Ellery J. Chun, 91, who invented the flowered Hawaiian Aloha Shirt in 1931. 

Levi’s Dockers unveils Hands-Free khakis, featuring two pockets on the outer thigh for cell phone and PalmPilot, while Brooks Brothers introduces an interior cell phone pocket in its SB3 business casual suit.  Franklin debuts an electronic Bible ($120), where passages are selected on a keyboard, then read by Johnny Cash.  Porsche will introduce its SUV, called the Cayenne, in 2002.

Radio Shack will pay $1 million to place its logo on a privately-funded moon rover in 2003.  Monster.com uses Robert Frost’s “Road Less Traveled” poem in a commercial, while AIG’s TV campaign uses T.S. Eliot’s “Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”.  At least two viewers smashed their TV picture tubes trying to kill the high-definition cockroach crawling across the screen as part of an Orkin insect exterminator service commercial.  Kellogg sponsors a promotion with E*Trade Group, giving a $100 bonus account deposit to consumers who buy Smart Start cereal. 

Chief Privacy Officer: This new executive position shows up on the organization charts of American Express, Citigroup, Prudential, and AT&T.  The CPO has broad powers to protect the privacy of consumers who interact with corporate computer systems.  San Jose Mercury News.

Our Gilded Age, continued: The number of households with a net worth of more than $10 million has grown fourfold over the last 10 years, from 67,700 to about 350,000.  Alain Ducasse, the new 65-seat upscale eatery in NYC’s Essex House Hotel, requires a credit card deposit of $150/person for reservations.  Bottled water is $20, appetizers average $50, and entrees cost $74.  Tables are now booked through October.  Orders for yacht charters are up 400% and there are large back orders for Patek Philippe women’s bracelet watches ($6,250) and men’s gold calendar watches ($26,500).  US sales of Jacadi French baby cosmetics (shampoo $13.50/8.5oz.) are 34% ahead of last year.  A pair of ruby slippers from The Wizard of Oz sold at auction for $666,000.  NY Times, WS Journal, Washington Post, Ad Age.

Who is Eminem?:  This whiny-voiced, white, midwestern hip-hop artist has sold more than 1.7 million copies of his new No. 1 album, making Eminem the first white rapper to gain both commercial success and acceptance by a hard core, urban, nonwhite audience.  Eminem’s lyrics include crude jokes about paralyzed actor Christopher Reeve, rhyming with another tasteless comment about Sonny Bono crashing into some trees.  He offers to impregnate Jennifer Lopez “even if she was my mother” so that he could sire “a son and a new brother at the same time, and just say that it ain’t mine,” and delivers an extended oral-sex skit involving his rap “rivals”, called by one reviewer the “vilest thing ever committed to record.” Currently awaiting trial on several weapons charges, Eminem won two Grammys in February.  E!, MTV, Slate.

Reminder:   JOHO will publish a combined August-September issue next month.
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