JOHO™           
Trends from USA

November  2000         “To be an American is a complex fate.”—Henry James         Vol. IX, No. 10


Scan/Scroll:  The Baja Men’s hit single, “Who Let the Dogs Out?” is edging out Queen’s “We Are the Champions” as a stadium rallying cry. A likeness of Martin Luther King, Jr. will be cut into the rock facing the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D.C.  PBS-TV’s Fred Rogers will tape his final episode of Mister Rogers next week, which has been on-air since 1977.

New Products:  Boeing unveils a 27-foot long fighter jet, carrying 3,000 pounds of weapons, that does not need a pilot. Pillsbury introduces a rectangular Toaster Bagel, stuffed with cream cheese and jelly.  The Tropicana Casino in Atlantic City has installed exercycles that also work as slot machines, so you can gamble while you exercise. Carnival will build the largest passenger ship in history, the Queen Mary 2.  It will be 1,132 feet long and cost $780 million, have 5 pools, a planetarium and a dining room that soars three stories. Sprint will put satellite global-positioning chips in its cell phones starting next October, enabling the company to locate a 911 call to within 100 feet.  Barnes & Noble announced it will install Internet access in its stores. Customers can visit the store, log on, read about the latest releases on a monitor, order a book online, and then go home and wait for the Post Office to deliver it. The Climax Gentleman's Club in Salem Township, Pa., is now offering "drive-through nudity" where the customer drives up to a window to watch a stripper perform. ($5/minute).

Restroom Chic:  In Miami’s China Grill, users can order cocktails in the restroom.  Las Vegas’ Mandalay Bay features glass cabanas where televisions play music videos.  At the Royalton Hotel in NYC, a lavish waterfall is triggered when a patron enters, and at Bar 89 in NYC, the unisex stalls have clear glass doors that become opaque only when the door is tightly closed.  Wall St. Journal.

Spiritualism Lives Again:  A recent Gallup poll found that 20% of Americans believed the dead could contact the living and another 22% allowed that it might be possible.  “Spiritualist Stars” like Mr. Edward, Sylvia Browne, and Rosemary Altea are attracting devotees from the fashion, film, and publishing worlds.  Current media with occult themes include best-seller, Affinity, by Sarah Water; the re-release of The Exorcist; and countless Web sites and seminars.  NY Times.

Brave New World: A couple screened test-tube embryos for genes needed to save the life of their 6-year-old daughter. The embryo with the appropriate genetic

pattern was then implanted in the mother's womb, and umbilical-cord cells from the 1-month-old boy were transplanted to his sister, who suffers from an inherited, fatal bone-marrow disease.  Washington Post.
Who’s Online Now? Men and women are found in equal numbers on the Web.  The average U.S. Internet user is a married 41-year-old who makes $65,000 a year, has 2.81 kids, and uses a PC at the office.  Internet penetration in the U.S. stands at 44% in 2000, compared with 43% in 1999.  Usage declined from 5.3 hours a week to 4.2 hours.  Ninety two percent of Internet users spend as much time or more with others in their households as before they went online, and spend more time participating in clubs, and even exercise a half hour more a week, compared to non-users. They are also more likely to read books and newspapers, but spend less time watching TV than non-users. Gartner Group, Financial Times, UCLA.
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