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Scan/Scroll:  Michael Jackson will reunite with his brothers for the first new Jackson 5 album in 17 years.  Marilyn Manson has finished filming a video for ''The Fight Song.''  In the video, a team of jocks battle a team of goth rockers, mirroring the 1999 Columbine High School shooting.  REM’s Michael Stipe turns 41.  Died:  Al Gross, 82, inventor of the pager; Hoyt Curtin, 78, composer of classic cartoon theme songs for “The Flinstones” and “The Jetsons.”
Nickelodeon cable-TV will run Spanish language commercials (Chuck E. Cheese, AT&T, GM).  La-Z-Boy and Microsoft introduce the “Explorer,” a recliner that comes with a WebTV receiver, wireless keyboard and two free months of Internet service, as well as a drink holder ($1,299). Toy guns sold in California now must be colored bright orange or green to prevent the accidental shooting of children by police.  
Eating and Drinking 2001:  Restaurant décor looks back to the space-age ‘60s (egg-shaped chairs and white vinyl) and the rec-room ‘70s (stacked stone walls and orange and brown upholstery).  Also hot: secret entrances and hidden rooms (like the Ghost Bar inside Nine in Chicago).  Look for the retro “comfort food” trend to continue:  NYC’s Ike heats and serves a Swanson’s TV dinner, Moomba serves milk and cookies for desert.  Anise-flavored spirits like pastis and raki are becoming popular, along with bubble tea and jelly drinks ($3-$4) made with floating pearls of tapioca or gelatin.  Food & Wine, NY Times.

Depression Chic:  Shoppers are snapping up reproduction gooseneck lamps, rag rugs, iceboxes, and walnut swivel chairs.  Currently, the most popular American Girl doll is Kit, dressed in ‘30’s hand-me-downs ($84, which includes a book in which Kit pinches her pennies and volunteers at a soup kitchen).

Porn Tech:  An early force in popularizing Polaroid cameras, VCRs, and CD-ROMs, the porn industry became the first industry to make money on the Web.  Now it's begun making DVD movies that resemble video games, allowing viewers to watch and play along.  LA Times.
American Snapshots:  Almost a quarter of working Americans say they know someone capable of committing an act of violence at work.  Yet over half (56%) believe that stricter gun laws would not be an effective way to prevent workplace violence. The four women most admired by black Americans are Hillary Clinton, Oprah Winfrey, Maya Angelou and Rosa Parks.  Most admired men:  Bill Clinton, Jesse Jackson, Nelson Mandela, and Colin Powell.  The Gallup Organization.
Viewpoint—Why I’ll Miss Bill Clinton:  “Watching him these past eight years has given me the same unbridled, childlike joy as watching a cartoon.  Clinton was our first cartoon president.  He ran off cliffs, was crushed by anvils and flattened by turn-of-the-century trains. Yet moments later, we always saw him, just like Wile E. Coyote or Daffy Duck, completely reassembled and eagerly pursuing his next crazy scheme. Essentially, people love cartoon characters because they cannot be hurt. They defy the rules of Greek tragedy. Whenever the smoke cleared, Clinton remained standing, covered in soot and looking at us slightly chagrined.  The irony of Bill Clinton is that he may have felt our pain, but we didn't feel his. We just listened joyously for which funny sound he'd make as he bounced happily off the canyon floor.”
 —Conan O’Brien in Time.
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