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Scan/Scroll:  Julia Roberts becomes the first actress to gross more than $1 billion at the box office.  Rapper Snoop Dogg has teamed up with Hustler Video to produce a porno film that intersperses sex scenes with his music videos.  He has also agreed to license his image to a new line of women's underwear which will feature Snoop's photo on the crotch, to be called “Snoop on the Poop.”  Died:  Rose Freedman, 107, the last survivor of the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist fire.
NYC movie ticket prices rise to $10.  Coca-Cola will put about $150 million behind the marketing of Warner's movie

version of Harry Potter, due in mid November.  The Pentagon unveiled a crowd dispersal device (called an “active denial system”) that uses an electro-magnetic pulse to create a painful, burning sensation on the skin at a distance of up to 700 yards but sup-posedly without causing any actual burns.  The US Patent Office has issued a patent (#6,152,829) for a device that would attach to your TV, PC or music system and generate smells synchronized to reinforce whatever is happening in the music or on the screen.   Daimler Chrysler will introduce the Unimog, a 4WD vehicle based on a German military truck, to the US in October ($84,000).  It stands 9.5 feet tall, 7.5 feet wide, and weighs 6.5 tons, about as much as four Toyota Camrys—or a single Tyrannosaurus rex. 
The Hotel Hershey's $7 million spa opens in Hershey, Pa., the home of Hershey chocolates. The “Chocolate Escape” (3hrs/$265) includes a whipped cocoa bath, a cocoa butter scrub, a chocolate fondue wrap, and a massage or facial.  The Crescent Court Hotel in Dallas offers a “Texas Barbecue Wrap” and the Biltmore Hotel in Phoenix has a refreshing “Cactus Flower Wrap.”

Bein’ Green:  An all-green cocktail lounge called “Mynt” will open this spring in Miami.  At NYC’s trendy W hotel, the décor includes a wall of ivy and patches of grass in the lobby.  In Greenwich, Conn., (literally “Green Valley”) a new store called “Green” sells home furnishings only in shades of that color.  Wall St. Journal.

Corporate Influence:  Entire nonprofit institutions increasingly are being named for US corporations, including St. Louis’ Emerson Electric Children’s Zoo and Monsanto’s Insectarium; Philadelphia’s Please Touch Museum Presented by McDonalds; Detroit’s General Motors Center for African American Art;  LA’s Mattel Children’s Hospital; and Homdel, N.J.’s PNC Bank Arts Center.  

“The Weakest Link”:  Next month, NBC will air an American version of this hit BBC television quiz show.  At the end of each question round, the contestants vote to eject “the weakest link,” that is, the greatest liability to the team.  The winner gets all the money and the losers get nothing, and must take a “walk of shame” past the cameras and receive a torrent of humiliation from the host, Anne Robinson, who created the show. 

On the Edge:  A recent survey found that 53% of Americans say they often live from paycheck to paycheck.  The percentage rose to 64% for households with annual incomes of $20,000 to $50,000, and 79% of those with incomes of less than $20,000.  The typical American household had total net assets of $71,700, most of it in home equity.  But net financial assets (assets minus debt) totaled only $9,850, including retirement savings plans.  Among low- and moderate-income households, median net financial assets amounted to less than $1,000.  NY Times.
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