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Scan/Scroll:  Under the U.S. Senate’s new Democratic leadership, 98-year-old Strom Thurmond, president pro-tem (and third in the line of succession to the presidency), is replaced by Robert Byrd, an 83-year-old former Ku Klux Klan member.  Steve Martin performs commercial voice-overs for Merrill Lynch & Co..  Katharine Hepburn turns 94.  Clint Eastwood turns 71.  Died:  Hank Ketcham, 81, creator of the “Dennis the Menace” cartoon.
Tech News:  NYC police on foot patrol will begin wearing a 5-ounce $3,500 computer on their gun belts. The devices will have small keyboards and be able to communicate with centralized databases of driver’s licenses and arrest records.

McDonald’s tests “Speedpass,” a small transponder that can be waved at a drive-through window, automatically deducting the cost of a meal from a “FreedomPay” account established on the Internet and backed by a credit card. A Silicon Valley hospital and the Namezero.com domain name provider are giving new parents a domain name for their baby within minutes after birth.  General Mills is testing a Web site (www.myCereal.com) that allows visitors to create custom cereal blends (7 cups/$6.23 plus $4 shipping).  Viewers of cable-TV reruns of the crime drama “Law and Order” will see new computer-generated branded products placed within the scenes of each episode.  

Crossover Vehicles:  Sport utility vehicles based on car designs have become the fastest-growing automotive category.  The Toyota Highlander (based on the Camry) and the Ford Escape (essentially a Contour sedan) have joined the Toyota RAV4 and Honda CR-V to capture sales from midsize sedans and traditional SUVs.  NY Times.
Public Beds:  LA’s Mondrian hotel features a single mattress by the pool, while the W Los Angeles hotel has three poolside king-size beds.  Hollywood’s Pig’n Whistle bar and restaurant offers four-poster beds ($500 dinner minimum) for dining and reclining.  Los Angeles.

Vietnam, Take 2:  Following successful WWII films like “Pearl Harbor,” Hollywood is turning to Vietnam:  “We Were Soldiers” will star Mel Gibson, “The Quiet American” will star Michael Caine, and “Khe Sanh,” is rumored to star Tom Hanks.  Wall St. Journal.
The “A.I.” Game:  To promote the forthcoming Steven Spielberg/Stanley Kubrick movie, producers have developed a multimedia labyrinth:  Go to http://go.msn.com/newsletter3817/27550.asp   and watch the trailer.  The notches on the words “Summer 2001” form a phone number, (503) 321-5122.  Call that number, or perform a Web search for Jeanine Salla, the "Sentient Machine Therapist" credited in the trailer, and you start down a convoluted path of puzzles and dead ends involving a science-fiction murder mystery with email, faxes, voice-mail messages, at least 15 distinct Web sites (each with its own purpose and design aesthetic), and “rallies” for a fictitious anti-robot organization that were held in New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago. 

Who Has Too Much Power?  A new poll finds 86% of American adults say big companies have too much power and influence in our government, while only 5% say the same of small business.  57% of respondents said that TV and radio talk shows have too much power.  14% of Americans said that “public opinion” has too much power while 73% believe it has too little. The Harris Poll.
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