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Scan/Scroll:  New Orleans names its international airport after jazz great Louis Armstrong.  The Oxford English Dictionary includes Homer Simpson’s exclamation “D’oh!” in its latest edition.  Chicago clown Bozo ends his 40-year run on WGN-TV. 
Salvia, an obscure, legal, hallucinogenic herb from Mexico is this year’s trendy recreational drug, said to create sensations of traveling through time and space and assuming the identities of inanimate objects.  Side effects include short-term memory loss and unconsciousness.  Chunky Fry boots, a 70’s fashion icon, are seen on Jennifer Aniston, Meg Ryan, Madonna, Britney Spears and Justin Timberlake.

TV commercials now run on the exterior of busses in Orlando, Fla. using plasma video screens.  Xybernaut rolls out the first wearable computer for the general public, about the size of a Sony Walkman (approx. $4,000) and able to run any desktop application.  Its 1”x1” color display screen can clip to a pair of glasses.  Pilkinton will introduces self-cleaning window glass.  It uses a titanium oxide coating that attracts water and makes it run down the glass in continuous sheets.  Southern California’s street maintenance workers are installing flexible sidewalks made from recycled automobile tires that bend when pushed from below by tree roots.  Target will be the first US retailer to issue “smart” credit cards with an imbedded chip. 
America Loves Bubbles:  Kellogg’s tests Powerpuff Girls cereal with crackling rice puffs and bits of popping candy.  E-Moo carbonated milk is now available in bubble gum flavor.  The University of Texas is developing carbonated “fresh” fruits like pears. Wall St. Journal.

Don’t Know Much About History: The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation released a survey that finds 20 percent of American teens don't know what country the U.S. declared its independence from. Thirteen percent, however, answered “England and the U.S.” to the question, “Who fought in the Civil War?”

California Rising:  California’s $1.330 trillion economy pushed the state past France (and very close to Britain’s $1.415 trillion) as the world’s fifth largest economy last year.  By itself, the LA area ranked tenth, ahead of Mexico and just behind Brazil.  N.Y. Times.

Viewpoint—Our Culture of Actors:  “One of the oddest things about millions of lives now is that ordinary individuals, as never before in human history, are so surrounded by actors.  Twenty four hours a day everything seen on the tube is either acted or conducted by actors in the shape of news anchormen and women, including their hairdos.  It may be that the most impressional form of experience for many, if not most people, consists in their emotional transactions with actors, which happen far more of the time than with real people.  

“In the past, a person might have confronted the arts of performance once a year in a church ceremony or in a rare appearance by a costumed prince or king and his ritualistic gestures; it would have seemed a very strange idea that ordinary folk would be so subjected every day to the persuasions of professionals whose studied technique, after all, was to assume the character of someone else.”— playwright Arthur Miller in Harpers.
Reminder:   JOHO will publish a combined August-September issue in September.
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