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Scan/Scroll:   NYC’s outspoken, controversial critic and activist, Al Sharpton, opens an LA office and explores a 2004 Presidential run.  Microsoft pays Madonna $15 million to use her song, Ray of Light, for their Windows XP launch.  Herman Melville’s Moby Dick, called the greatest American novel, turns 150.  Citizen Kane, called the greatest American movie, turns 60.  Died:  The 30-year treasury bond, 24, due to expected federal budget surpluses.

Ukulele clubs, song books, and bands are growing in popularity with hipsters on the East Coast and in Silicon Valley. Advertising appears in Honolulu parking lot garages, posted on walls, pillars, exit gate arms, and printed on the backs of entry tickets.  Sprint and Panasonic are among the first advertisers.  Belly cast kits ($25) for pregnant mothers-to-be become popular baby-shower gifts.  Fossil introduces a Wrist PDA, a watch that doubles as a Palm or Pocket PC organizer ($145).  Mother Jones, a left-wing magazine financed primarily by a non-profit foundation, runs its first ad from an oil company, BP.  Tiffany opens one store in Beijing while Wal- Mart opens five stores there.  A sixties icon, the Earth Shoe, out of production since 1977, returns as trendy footwear on NYC fashion runways ($100). Woven Donegal tweed dresses (in soothing tones of heather, blue, and moss) are big sellers at Gap and J. Crew. 

Go Play With Your  Food:  Heinz adds purple-colored ketchup to their existing line of red and green.  Quaker Oats includes edible “jewels” and “gold” coins in oatmeal.  Parkay margarine is now available in blue and pink. Nabisco’s Fun Fruits Gamesters are fruit snacks that can be used to play ticktacktoe.  Wall St. Journal.
Furniture Trends:  “Recession Retro”—chunky furniture, plaid upholstery and squishy pillows are the prevailing look for 2002.  Also in style: the “lodge look,” denim, dried plants, subdued forest colors, distressed wood, faux fur, tassels, Americana and an emphasis on texture.  Out of style:  minimalism, Pacific Rim design, pastels, silk, and sharp angles.  N.Y. Times.
Viewpoint—On Liberty, Part I:

“The liberties of our country, the freedom of our civil constitution, are worth defending at all hazards; and it is our duty to defend them against all attacks. We have received them as a fair 

inheritance from our worthy ancestors: they purchased them for us with toil and danger and expense of treasure and blood, and transmitted them to us 

with care and diligence. Instead of sitting down satisfied with the efforts we have already made, which is the wish of our enemies, the necessity of the times, more than ever, calls for our utmost circumspection, deliberation, fortitude, and perseverance. Let us remember that ‘if we suffer tamely a lawless attack upon our liberty, we encourage it, and involve others in our doom.’  It is a very serious consideration, which should deeply impress our minds, that millions yet unborn may be the miserable sharers in the event.” —Samuel Adams, American Revolutionary leader, organizer of the Boston Tea Party, and signer of the Declaration of Independence.
Viewpoint—On Liberty, Part II:

“People who are willing to give up freedom for the sake of short term security, deserve neither freedom nor security.”  —Benjamin Franklin, American Revolutionary leader, inventor, and co-author of the Declaration of Independence. 
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