
      JOHO™
                   



PAGE 
 OF 2           
Trends from USA                                            
December 2001           “To be an American is a complex fate.”—Henry James          Vol. X,  No. 11


Scan/Scroll:  Tom Hanks will produce a HBO series based on David McCulloch’s best-selling Presidential biography,  John Adams. Lindsey Vuolo becomes the first Playboy Playmate (November) to include her Bat Mitzvah photo in her pictorial.  Died:  Don Tennant, 79, the adman who created Tony the Tiger, named the Marlboro Man, and wrote “Nothin’ says lovin’ like something from the oven.” for Pillsbury.

The Fantasticks, running off-Broadway since it was created in 1960, will close in January.  The Wall St. Journal will redesign its front page (including adding color) next April, its first significant change since 1941.  Esquire suspends its satiric end-of-year “Dubious Achieve-ment Awards” for the first time since 1962.  Custom-built “stretch” taxis (made from extended Ford Crown Victorias with six extra inches of legroom) begin appearing on the streets of NYC. The LA Police Department Union introduces “Officer West,” a 12” tall doll ($30) that comes with a gun, baton, radio, flashlight, pepper spray and handcuffs.  Pontiac will offer a 2003 Grand Am designed to look like a Hot Wheels toy.  Skid Row in Los Angeles has been wired for cable television.

Brave New World, cont.:  Street posters in NYC transmit applications via an infared beam to PDA users via new Streetbeam Technology.  American Express used this technology to allow passers-by to download a Manhattan address-finding tool.  Microsoft licenses software (made by Predictive Networks) for its set-top boxes for interactive television.  This software creates an individual profile (although without a name) for people based on their viewing patterns.  Specific advertising messages can then be targeted to that viewer.  Adweek, Wall St. Journal.

Less Program, More Commercials:  The “Time Machine” ($93,000), marketed by Prime Image, shears off seconds of programming by  editing out repetitive video frames in real time.  While undetectable to viewers, the accumulated fractions of a second enable a TV station to insert (and sell) additional 30-second commercials.  So far, 120 of these machines have been sold to local stations in the U.S.  Wall St. Journal.
CarShare:  Since March, drivers in San Francisco can rent the use of a Volkswagen Golf, Jetta, or Beetle for time periods as short as 15 minutes on a first-come, first-served basis. After filling out an online reservation, drivers pick up and return the car to a neighborhood garage. After a $300 deposit and $10/month membership fee, the rental cost is $2.50/hr, plus .45/mile, including gas.  Similar programs are starting up in Portland, Seattle, Boston, Chicago, and Boulder, Colorado.  Wired.
Wartime Trading Cards:  Topps, a leading publisher of sports trading cards, introduces collectable “Enduring Freedom” picture cards.  They feature photographs and informational tidbits about world leaders, military equipment, and events in the conflict, including “Wall Street Reopens” and  “Arafat Gives Blood for Americans.” NY Times.
Tattoo You:  A new survey finds 10 percent of Americans have (or have had) a tattoo, 2 percent have a body piercing other than an earring, and 4 percent have both.  However, 16 percent of 18-24-year-olds and 15 percent of 25-20-year-olds have both.  While body art is found evenly between genders and among ethnic groups, 22% of those with high school education are less are tattooed or pierced, compared with 8 percent of college graduates.  Harris Poll.

The Best of JOHO, 2001:
William M. Daley, who served as campaign chairman for Al Gore, joins the board of directors of Electronic Data Systems, replacing newly-elected Vice President Dick Cheney.  Also on the EDS board is James Baker III, who ran the election recount battle in Florida against Mr. Daley.  Under the U.S. Senate’s new Democratic leadership, 98-year-old Strom Thurmond, president pro-tem (and third in the line of succession to the presidency), is replaced by Robert Byrd, an 83-year-old former Ku Klux Klan member.  Bob Dylan turned 60 on May 24. 

Gamblers at the Tropicana Casino in Atlantic City now can play tic-tac-toe against a live chicken for $10,000.  The chicken always gets the first move.  Bally Gaming Systems introduces slot machines for blind gamblers.  A special audio feedback system uses the voice of singer Ray Charles to let players know if they’ve won. NYC movie ticket prices rise to $10 in March.
Quaker Oats wins a patent for an animated breakfast cereal that moves and changes shape when liquid is added.  Wal-Mart now sells individually-wrapped peanut butter slices (16/$2.50).  General Mills is testing a Web site (www.myCereal.com) that allows visitors to create custom cereal blends (7 cups/$6.23 plus $4 shipping). First Baptist Church in Dallas has a Nautilus-outfitted gym, a racquetball court, skating rink, and sauna.  U.S. Trust Corporation runs a series of print ads aimed at raising the self-esteem of the superrich, employing headlines like “Go Ahead and Say ‘I Am Rich’ One More Time,” and “Daddy, Can I Have a Trust Fund?” 

The 80’s Return:  Sequined mini-skirts, big-shouldered power suits, designer logos, Jordache jeans, “Star Wars” missile shields, environmental rollbacks, Presidential afternoon naps and tax cuts, and Pee-wee Herman are popular again, along with 80’s themed parties where guests dress up like Bo Derek and Morgan Fairchild, and radio stations and clubs specializing in 80’s music.  Nancy Reagan returns to wearing red.

Public Beds:  LA’s Mondrian hotel features a single mattress by the pool, while the W Los Angeles hotel has three poolside king-size beds.  Hollywood’s Pig’n Whistle bar and restaurant offers four-poster beds ($500 dinner minimum) for dining and reclining.  Los Angeles.

Sponsored Education:  Two New Jersey high school seniors have convinced First USA, a large credit card company, to pay each of them $40,000 in tuition, room, board and books for their freshman year at USC and Pepperdine.  In return, they will wear the company’s logo on their clothing while attending classes, will make campus appearances, and will publicize financial tips for students on their Web site.  If they maintain at least a C average and don’t misbehave, First USA intends to re-sign them for the full four years.  NY Times.

Blue is Cool:  Software company names: BlueKite, Bluetooth, Blue Squirrel, Blue Moon, Blue Martini, Blue Shoe, and Blue Pumpkin.  Retailers: Blue Nile, Bluemercury , and Bluefly.  Airline:  JetBlue.  Wall St. Journal.

Lock Your Doors:  The record-high incarceration rate of the ‘90s means that 585,000 ex-convicts rejoined the outside world in 2000.  Another 600,000 will be released this year.  Washington Post.
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