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Signals in the Static:  The 2003 Alabama quarter features Helen Keller and is the first coin ever to incorporate Braille.  San Francisco bans the Segway Human Transporter from city sidewalks.  Penthouse launches a chain of upscale strip clubs around the country.  The first two have already opened in Cleveland and Dallas.  Bear Stearns, the US’s sixth largest securities firm, joins Lehman Brothers and Deutsche Bank in canceling their “business casual” dress code, requiring a necktie for men, and “a suit with either a skirt or slacks, or a dress” for women. 

A new upscale restaurant called Tenement opens in NYC’s Lower East Side on Ludlow Street, a street once filled with real tenements.  It features “dressed-up comfort food” like rotisserie chicken with yucca dumplings.  McDonald’s enters Electronic Arts’ Sims world.  Players can now run virtual franchises within the game and consume burgers to improve their game statistics. “Cheaters,” a new television show in which private detectives armed with video gear burst in on unsuspecting men and women who are cheating on their significant others, is now showing in 190 American markets.  

Auto News:  Saturn offers its first consumer rebate ($2,500) since the brand was launched in 1990.  At press time, BMW is just 250 sales behind the No.1 US luxury brand, Lexus.  Lexus, which has held the title for two years, beat Mercedes in 2000 by only 423 sales.  Volkswagen will introduce an upscale SUV, called the Touareg, in May, followed by the Phaeton, a $60,000, 12-cylinder sedan.  Today it takes 19.9 weeks of a median family’s income to buy a new vehicle, down from 30.6 weeks in 1991.   Automotive News. 

Our Turtle Society:  Americans want to carry everything with them, and they expect it to be convenient.  Black & Decker sells a coffeemaker where the coffee flows into a 20-oz. takeaway mug.  The Mercury Villager minivan has 11 cupholders.  Baby strollers have holders for mother’s and father’s and baby’s water bottles.  Wall St. Journal.
On the Street—New American Slang:

drailing (v.): e-mailing when drunk
mego: pronounced “mee-go;” acronym for “my eyes glaze over”

mitin: acronym for “More Information Than I Needed”
ranky (adj): raunchy + skanky: unpleasant, gross, nasty
gu (adj): pronounced “goo;” acronym for "geographically undesirable"

mousewife (n.): male housewife

Neuromarketing:  Researchers at The Brighthouse Institute for Thought Sciences in Atlanta are using MRIs to record the subconscious thoughts of the consumer mind.  The process examines consumers’ unconscious responses to buying stimulus like ads to help marketers understand the impulses that compel them to buy a company's products.  www.siliconvalley.com

What is a Successful Life?  In a recent survey, 32% of American adults say they would feel successful if they had a strong family unit, a solid marriage, or if they had done a good job raising their children.  One-fourth called for a “tangible accomplishment,” like financial accumulation or making a difference in the world.  14% linked success to “emotional fulfillment,”  while 7% responded with “spiritual development.”  However, 25%  said they had “no idea what would make their life successful.”  Barna Research/Adweek.
The Best of JOHO, 2002:
U.S. Supreme Court justice Sandra Day O’Connor is inducted into the Cowgirl Hall of Fame, joining previous honorees Annie Oakley and Dale Evans. Died: "Steady" Ed Headrick, 78, the California inventor who figured out a way to make the Frisbee fly fast and straight.  His family said his ashes will be made into Frisbees. Consultant Accenture’s Reston, Va. Office labels each cubicle and each employee with a computer-readable barcode.  Starbucks tests a program in Seattle where coffee drinks can be ordered and purchased via wireless phone.  Wal-Mart offers “Little Patriots Diapers” decorated with tiny blue stars. Cable TV channel Animal Planet places urine-scented ads on lampposts to attract dogs.  The ads themselves are placed at the owner’s eye-level.  Apple computer discontinues using their 18-year old “happy Mac” startup icon. The first store-sized vending machine, called the Tictock Easy Shop Big Box opens in Washington, D.C. 


“Lifestyle Village”:  A new kind of mall is creating a faux urban environment where suburbanites can live like city dwellers.  San Jose’s Santana Row will house 100 upscale shops, including Burberry, Gucci, and Crate and Barrel.  Residents will live above the stores in 1,200 studios, lofts, and townhouses ($1,500 to $10,000/month).  Retailers have the option to decorate the tenant windows above their stores with their logos or merchandise.  Brandweek.

Torture TV:  In ABC-TV’s new program, “The Chair,” contestants sit in a dentist-style chair answering trivia questions as his or her heartbeat is displayed on-screen.  Flames periodically shoot up around the chair.  The contestant must keep a steady heartbeat or lose the money already won.  NBC-TV’s “Fear Factor” requires contestants to bob for chicken feet under a pile of worms or eat “pig rectums.”  FOX-TV’s “The Chamber,” now off the air, strapped contestants into a vault that was either heated or chilled, then turned upside-down while being asked trivia questions.  MTV’s new game show, “Kidnapped,” features four friends.  One is chosen to be the “hostage” and if a question is not answered correctly, he or she must endure stunts like being covered with scorpions.

More Black Men in Prison:  In the past 20 years, the number of US black men in jail or prison has grown 500%.  Today, there are more black men behind bars (791,600) than are enrolled in colleges or universities (603,032).  NY Times.

Social Swarming:  Using technologies such as cell phones, pagers, and instant messaging, Social Swarming is the leaderless gathering and movement of like-minded people.  In many cities, virtual communities form instantly around a celebrity sighting or political issue, and quickly bring people together for face-to-face contact.  The Swarm’s hallmark is making social arrangements “on the fly,” rather than by pre-arranging meeting times and places.  Wash. Post.

Cosmetic Surgery:  Last year, American surgeons performed breast implants on 217,000 women, which equals the approximate total population of Des Moines, Iowa.  Implants now outnumber nose jobs (177,400) and face-lifts (117,000).  Most popular are collagen injections to plump lips and fill wrinkles (1.1 million), liposuction (385,390) and eye-lifts (246,338).  The Week.
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