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Signals in the Static:  Tom Hanks’s next role will be as a train conductor in the Robert Zemeckis-directed Polar Express. Then he will star in Ladykillers, a black comedy directed by the Coen brothers.  Val Kilmer will play the late porn actor John Holmes in Wonderland.  Rappers LL Cool J and Doug E. Fresh both publish books aimed at elementary-school kids.  The “smiley” :)  emoticon turns 20.  “Trivial Pursuit” turns 20.  Died: Bob Wallace, 53, who pioneered computer “shareware.”

Starbucks Cafés are now located inside the libraries at Virginia Commonwealth University,  University of Tennessee, University of Pittsburgh, University of North Texas, and Auburn.  The first subway car in every NYC train is  becoming known as the “singles car.” Monogrammed margaritas—drinks with one’s initials spelled out in a mix of black raspberry liqueur and honey—are the latest trend in upscale bars.

Media News: GE Medical Systems launches The Patient Channel, a 24/7 TV network that will reach 22 million in-hospital patients by 2003 and generate $20 million-$40 million in advertising revenue from pharmaceutical companies. HBO has installed cameras inside the USA’s largest legal brothel in Nevada, where they will film Cathouse, a-behind-the-scenes look at prostitution.  The show airs Dec. 8.  A 30-second commercial on NBC’s “Friends” now costs $455,700, an increase of nearly 30 percent over last season.  Its season premiere drew 34 million viewers, and beat the competition in key demo-graphics like viewers 18-49 and women 18-34.  The Sony 24P digital video format used to shoot the most recent Star Wars movie, is now being used in more than 25% of all prime-time shows on network and cable television.  They were all formerly shot on 35mm film.

“American Candidate”:  Trying to leverage Fox-TV’s successful “American Idol” program, News Corp.’s FX cable channel plans to invite “ordinary people” to campaign for President of the United States.  The show will follow these volunteer candidates through 13 one-hour episodes that will begin January, 2004 and end on July 4, with a face-off among the remaining three candidates.  NY Times.
Big Football: The number of players in the NFL who weigh more than 300 pounds has jumped 600% over the past 12 years, from 50 in 1990 to more than 300 at the start of this season.  The Dallas Cowboys’ first-team offensive line now averages 335 pounds per man. 
Social Swarming:  Using technologies such as cell phones, pagers, and instant messaging, Social Swarming is the leaderless gathering and movement of like-minded people.  In many cities, virtual communities form instantly around a celebrity sighting or political issue, and quickly bring people together for face-to-face contact.  The Swarm’s hallmark is making social arrangements “on the fly,” rather than by pre-arranging meeting times and places.  Wash. Post.

Viewpoint—Bourgeois Bohemians:   “The intangible world of information merges with the material world of money.  So the people who thrive in this period are the ones who can turn ideas and emotions into products. These are highly educated folk who have one foot in the bohemian world of creativity and another foot in  the bourgeois realm of ambition and worldly success. The members of the new information age elite are bourgeois bohemians. Or, to take the first two letters of each word, they are Bobos.”—David Brooks, Bobos in Paradise:  The New Upper Class and How They Got There.“
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