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Scan/Scroll:  Skater Sarah Hughes will be the only American to be featured on boxes of Wheaties cereal after the Winter Olympic Games.  William Shatner returns to priceline.com as spokesman.  Lance Bass of the U.S. boy band 'N Sync has been invited to fly to the International Space Station on a Russian rocket this fall.  Died:  Gordon Matthews, 65, inventor of corporate voice mail; Chuck Jones, 89, who animated Bugs Bunny, Porky Pig, Daffy Duck, and created Wile E. Coyote.
Last month, New York City recorded 32 murders, the lowest number of killings since the city began tracking crime statistics in 1962.  Washington, D.C. police opened the Joint Operation Command Center of the Synchronized Operations Command Complex, where officials monitor a wall of 40 video screens showing drivers and pedestrians under close surveillance by hidden cameras.  The Smithsonian will display a copy of the Enron ethics manual.  Chevrolet becomes the top-selling American car brand, ousting Ford from the #1 spot it held for ten years.
New Products:  In May, Heinz will launch Cocoa Crispers, chocolate-flavored frozen French fries.  Other fry flavors include Cinna-Stiks, flavored with cinnamon and sugar, and Kool Blue, seasoned fries in a sky-blue color.  Timex is test marketing a wristwatch with Speedpass technology that uses a radio frequency transponder to send debit or credit card information, allowing customers to pay instantly in gas stations and at McDonald’s. Toyota will introduce a third vehicle line for younger buyers named “Scion.”  Hotelier Ian Schrager will renovate the Maxim hotel in Las Vegas, making it reminiscent of Las Vegas in the Frank Sinatra “Rat Pack” era.

Kitchen Couture:  Dishwashing detergents combine with aromatherapy scents in new “spa” cleaners:  Williams-Sonoma sells Green Tea Patchouli countertop cleanser ($9.50/16oz.), Caldrea offers dish soap liquid ($8.99/16oz.) in jasamine-lilly or citrus-mint-ylang-ylang. Windex now comes in “mountain berry”, while Dawn is available in “apple blossom” scent. 
Report From The Future:  The first TED (“Technology Entertainment and Design”) conference in 1984 introduced the Macintosh computer and the Sony compact disc.  Highlights of this year’s invitation-only meeting ($4,000/3.5 days):  Biologically-inspired robots modeled on the movement of geckos, cockroaches and other creatures.  Interactive software by Keyhole, Inc., that uses satellite digital imagery to let you zoom in from space to any point on the earth’s surface. The Hypercar, powered by fuel cells running on compressed hydrogen fuel. The Spyfish Submarine Telepresence Vehicle, which allows you to “scuba dive” without getting wet. The Segway, the gyroscopic human transport vehicle.   NY Times.

Martial Toys:  Sales of action figures grew 36 percent last year, due to a surge of popularity for Habro’s  G.I. Joe.  However, sales of non-military dolls rose only 8 percent, and games and puzzles fell 10 percent.  Adweek.
Cosmetic Surgery:  Last year, American surgeons performed breast implants on 217,000 women, which equals the approximate total population of Des Moines, Iowa.  Implants now outnumber nose jobs (177,400) and face-lifts (117,000).  Most popular are collagen injections to plump lips and fill wrinkles (1.1 million), liposuction (385,390) and eye-lifts (246,338).  The Week.
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