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Scan/Scroll:  Ozzy Osbourne, the rocker who bit heads off bats and doves during his performances gets MTV’s highest ratings in a sitcom about his family life.  Barnum’s Animals Crackers turns 100.   Died:  Louis Heward, 81, inventor of the first interactive TV show, “Winky Dink and You” (1953-1957).  Viewers placed a clear plastic cover on their television screen, and then used special crayons to draw on the screens and thereby participate in the cartoon.  N.W. Ayer, 133, ad agency known for “Be all you can be” (Army), and “A Diamond is Forever” (DeBeers).

Consultant Accenture’s Reston, Va. Office labels each cubicle and each employee with a computer-readable barcode.  Starbucks tests a program in Seattle where coffee drinks can be ordered and purchased via wireless phone.  Burger King adds a flame-broiled “veggie burger” to their menu.  Coca-Cola tests a vanilla-flavored version of Coca-Cola Classic.  Aubergine, a restaurant in Newport Beach, Ca., and NYC’s Blue Fin restaurant, replace white napkins with black ones to match diners’ black clothing. Fashion trends:  “hippie chic” peasant blouses, bamboo accessories for women; padlocks on neck chains for men.  Playboy is searching for former women employees of Enron to pose nude in their magazine.  New York City braces for a spike in births expected in late May and early June, approximately nine months after the World Trade Center attacks.
CEO Turnover:  Approximately 60% of all major companies have replaced their CEOs in the past five years.  In the first half of 2001, there was a 22% increase in CEO departures compared with the same period in 2000.  Recently departed:  Revlon’s Jeffrey Nugent, Ford’s Jacques Nasser, United Airlines’ James Goodwin, and Palm’s Carl Yankowski.  Gillette’s Michael Hawley lasted 17 months, Xerox’s Richard Thompson lasted 13 months, and Coke’s Douglas Ivester lasted 22 months.  Ad Age.

Warming Trend:  The average U.S. temperature from November through January was 39.9°F, which is 4.3° warmer than the average temperature over the past 106 years.  The previous record for this period was set just two years ago.  Philadelphia Inquirer.

Nomination Bracelets:  The latest teenage fad for girls is an updated charm bracelet made of stretchy stainless-steel links, and containing charms of martini glasses, dollar signs, and cell phones (plain links $6, charms $17-$150).  Top selling charms last month:  Opal hearts, angels, ladybugs and gold peace signs.

The Station Wagon Returns:  “Crossover Vehicles” that have three rows of seats  are predicted to replace SUVs for family transportation.  They combine space for children with styling and handling of a luxury car, and avoid the high gas costs associated with SUVs.  They will also help manufacturers meet federal fuel economy standards.  Models for 2003 include the Chrysler Pacifica and the SRX from Cadillac.  NY Times.

“Lifestyle Village”:  A new kind of mall is creating a faux urban environment where suburbanites can live like city dwellers.  San Jose’s Santana Row will house 100 upscale shops, including Burberry, Gucci, and Crate and Barrel.  Residents will live above the stores in 1,200 studios, lofts, and townhouses ($1,500 to $10,000/month).  Retailers have the option to decorate the tenant windows above their stores with their logos or merchandise.  Brandweek.
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