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Scan/Scroll:  Julian Lennon sings Paul McCartney’s “When I’m 64” on a commercial for Allstate insurance.   Ernest Hemingway’s books will be published as e-books ($9.99 each) this fall.  Jodie Foster will turn 40 in November.  Barnum’s Animal Crackers turns 100.  Died:  Ruth Handler, 85, inventor of the Barbie doll; Jay Chiat, 70, maverick LA adman.

Nevada offers custom license plates with the image of a nuclear blast ($61).  Atlanta buys Segway Human Transport motorized scooters ($9,000 each) for their police department.  Cable TV Network Oxygen runs promotions in four cities where couples sit in vintage Volkswagen Beetles and engage in “high speed dating,” six-minute serial encounters meant to help them elicit enough personal information for conventional dates.  Online toy company, Herobuilders.com offers dolls of Osama bin Laden (in drag), Rudolph Giuliani, and President Bush ($26.95 each)  Coming soon is a Saddam Hussein doll.  Hallmark launches its “Everyday Heroes” line of greeting cards, with seven specifically mentioning the terrorist attacks of 9/11.  R.J. Reynolds introduces a plastic “hip flask” case for Winston cigarettes, called the “Evo”.  Porn king Larry Flynt plans to expand his New Orleans’ Hustler Club to 50 locations across the US.
White Hot:  White M&Ms are the top seller at NYC’s trendy Dylan’s Candy Bar.  Hot clubs like Seattle’s Bada and Chicago’s BUtterfield 8 feature all-white walls and floor.  Ocean Spray introduces “white” cranberry juice, while the LA Four Season’s signature cocktail is the “vanilla lemondrop” a snowy mixture of vanilla vodka and lemonade with a rim of sugar around the glass.  Wall St. Journal.

Soap to Promote Cosmetics:  Revlon pays several million dollars to be part of a plotline on ABC’s daytime series “All My Children.”  In the drama, the evil Erica Kane, head of Enchantment Cosmetics, talks her daughter into going to work for Revlon in order to spy on the company.  Brandweek. 

The Happy Hookahs:  Communal smoking of flavored tobacco (typically honey, cola, or mint) in fancy water pipes is becoming popular in American restaurants, coffeehouses, and bars.  Ordering a pipe with a pinch of tobacco costs from $4 to $13.  In California, hookah bars are often located near college campuses.  LA Times.

The Gift of Life:  For the first time in 2001, the number of living organ donors topped the number of cadavers used for organ transplants.  Last year 12,522 Americans  donated organs to others, an increase of 7% over 2000.  U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services. 

Commercial Egg Banking:  The CHA Fertility Center in LA will offer women the opportunity to freeze and store their own eggs, allowing them to postpone childbearing.  The harvesting procedure will cost approximately $13,000, with a $500/year storage fee after the first year. 
Techno-Incompetence:  A new survey  reveals that 56% of Americans are uncertain how to fully operate their mobile phone or home computer.  40% say they have difficulties with their VCR, while only 18% have problems with their TV.  Most adept: adults under the age of 35 and Americans who are separated or divorced.  Midwesteners are the most confident in using personal technology, while Northeasterners are the least confident.  American Demographics.
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