Signals in the Static:  U.S. Supreme Court justice Sandra Day O’Connor is inducted into the Cowgirl Hall of Fame, joining previous honorees Annie Oakley and Dale Evans.  Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris is writing a book about the 2000 Presidential election recount, titled Center of the Storm: Practicing Principled Leadership in Times of Crisis.  Minnesota Gov. Jesse Ventura commissions a video game that lets voters try to run the state government.  Former Playboy nude model Anna Nicole Smith will star in a new reality TV show this August.  She is best known for marrying an 89-year old billionaire at age 26 and winning a $88 million dollar inheritance.  Fictional (and virtual) video game heroine, Laura Croft becomes the first-ever digital character to sign with a top Hollywood talent agency.  Comedian Bob Hope turns 99.  Died:  Otis Blackwell, 70, writer of “All Shook Up”, "Return to Sender" and “Don't Be Cruel” for Elvis Presley and “Great Balls of Fire” for Jerry Lee Lewis.





The former KISS rocker launches Gene Simmons Tongue, a men’s magazine that will feature a beautiful girl with her tongue sticking out on each cover.  Teen Vogue will debut in 2003.  Public schools in Virginia will be required to post the national motto, “In God We Trust” by the start of the next school year.  A NYC McDonalds begins selling bite-sized donuts (6/$1).  Montana replaces food stamps with a debit card to reduce the embarrassment of those on public assistance.  Orange is now the trendiest car color, called “copper sunburst” (Cadillac), “paprika” (Mercedes) and “Imola orange” (Acura).





The Futureview Health Care Center opens in LA’s upscale Westside Pavilion next door to Nordstrom.  It offers mall shoppers a virtual colonoscopy ($895) or body scan ($850).  Mercedes will introduce a super-luxury automobile called Maybach ($290,000-$337,000) in early 2003.  The Fisher DVD-SL30 player ($150) has a language filter that will mute out 95-100% of foul language and display alternate phrases in subtitles. 





Bootleg Remixes Rule:  Illegal “mash-ups” are the hottest trend in pop music.  They combine a capella vocals of one song matched with the instrumental parts of another.  One club hit layers the vocals of Kylie Minogue’s “Can’t Get You Out of My Head” over New Orders’ “Blue Monday.”  





American Snapshot—Affluence:  There are now seven million households in the U.S. with a net worth of over one million dollars.  The average American family spends more than $2,000 per year in restaurants. Nearly 75% of new cars sold in the U.S. have cruise control and power door locks.  Americans spend $40 billion every year on lawn care, which is approximately the entire national tax revenue of India.  The U.S. spends more on its military than the next 15 nations combined.  Bill Gates’ personal net worth (estimated at about $52.8 billion) exceeds the value of the economies of each of these countries: Cuba, Ethiopia, Costa Rica, Ghana, Syria, and Uruguay.  NY Times, LA Times.





American Snapshot—Morals:  Forty percent of Americans say current moral values are “poor” while 41% called them “fair.” Only 1% called them “excellent.” 28% said divorce is “morally wrong,” while 50% said the same about having a baby outside of marriage. 42% said that sex between unmarried men and women is wrong, 53% believe abortion is immoral, and 55% say that homosexual behavior is morally wrong.  Gallup Poll.
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