Signals in the Static:  Joey Fatone, of the boy band ‘N Sync, will join the cast of Broadway’s “Rent.” The Hoboken, N.J. post office will be renamed the Frank Sinatra Post Office.  Tom Cruise turns 40.  PEZ candy turns 50.





New taxes raise cigarette prices in NYC to $7/pack.  NYC installs radiation detectors outside city buildings.  Franklin Elementary School in Santa Monica, Ca., bans “tag” at recess because it causes “self esteem issues.” According to a new Time/CNN poll, 17% of American believe the end of the world will come in their lifetimes.





The Trailer Park Lounge and Grill opens in NYC’s Chelsea district, featuring flamingos, plastic plants, pictures of toothless brides, Elvis garb, bowling-alley gear and National Enquirers.  They serve Marshmallow Fluff and mac and cheese.   Forty Deuce, a club on LA’s trendy Melrose Ave., is an intimate, classy lounge ($15 cover) featuring young women dancers who strip to their bra and briefs.





New Products:  Toyota conducts the first successful test flight of its four-seat, single-engine small airplane in California.  Coca-Cola tests a chocolate-flavored dairy drink called Choglit in the Northeast.  Sara Lee introduces new IronKids’ Crustless Bread.  Circuit City, the USA’s second-largest electronics retailer, will stop selling videotape movies in favor of DVDs.  The NBC-TV network will feed promotional video clips of five new shows to hand-held PDAs.  Hasbro launches “The American Edition” of its Monopoly board game.  In this version, the play money is green, the property squares are American landmarks, and players who land on the corner squares must answer American history questions to move forward.


Upscale Burgers:  LA’s L’Orangerie offers a $28 burger with black-truffle mayonnaise and brie topping 8 oz. of Kobe beef.  In NYC,  Tocqueville sells “miniburgers” of sirloin and lobster salad for $21, while DB Bistro Moderne offers a $29 burger of sirloin stuffed with boned short ribs, foie gras and black truffles.  Wall St. Journal. 		





Emo Rocks:  “Emo” is an increasingly popular new musical genre that features a heavy guitar-based sound and melodic, emotional tunes.  Its name comes from “emo-core,” short for “emotional hardcore.”  Top emo bands include Weezer and Jimmy Eat World.





Talking Products:  While sitting on a grocery store shelf, the new Parkay Talking Tub uses motion sensors to trigger a pre-recorded verbal sales message to passing shoppers.  Other tubs are triggered when opened to let consumers know that they have won a prize.  Brandweek.





On the Street—New American Slang:


Stray (n.):  A heterosexual male who everyone secretly thinks is gay.


Flossin' (v.): To drive around in a nice car with the top down, or living life well.


“I have that T-shirt.” Been there, done that.


Swish (adj):  Very suave or smooth.


Shoppings (n.): The product amassed from a day of buying things.





Media Multitasking:  Eleven percent of 35-49-year-olds use the Internet and their TV sets at the same time on weekday evenings.  Among teens, the number rises to 13%.  Men are more likely than women to do so (13% vs. 8%).  Knowledge Networks/SRI.





Reminder:   JOHO will publish a combined August-September issue in September.
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