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Signals in the Static:  New mom Brooke Shields, who began her endorsement career when she was 11 months old as the Ivory Snow baby, becomes a spokesperson for baby formula maker Bright Beginnings.  Rocky and Bullwinkle are chosen as spokestoons for the Blimpie sandwich chain.  NYC’s Central Park turns 150.  Died:  Radical artist Doug Michels, 59, best known for “Cadillac Ranch,” a huge sculpture in Amarillo, TX, consisting of 10 Cadillacs planted nose-first in the ground.
About 4.8 million mini-CDs, embedded in the lids of soft drink cups and enhanced with video clips, will be distributed nationwide to show off a new pop singer named  Rachel Farris.  Cable channel Bravo premieres the unscripted series, “Queer Eye for the Straight Guy,” where a team of gay men (experts in food, fashion, home décor, culture, grooming, etc.) restyle a straight man.  ABC-TV’s reality show for children, “Switched!” places teenagers in completely different environments:  A Beverly Hills shopaholic milks 200 cows, while the milkmaid gets a beauty makeover in Beverly Hills.

After only 13 months on the market, Heinz withdraws its cinnamon and chocolate Funky French Fries (JOHO, March ’02).  Hershey replaces the 1936 two-piece wrapper on their candy bars with a one-piece wrapper sealed at both ends.  Cinnabon will license its name for lip glosses aimed at tweens.  Nissan uses the Velvet Underground’s song, “Heroin” in a commercial for the Xterra.  New Sparks is a malt beverage with 6% alcohol and an injection of stimulants including caffeine, taurine, guarana and ginseng.  Skyy Berry (vodka and berries) and Bicardi Razz (rum and raspberry) are hot new flavors.  Jenn-Air launches an oven with an “automatic Sabbath mode” for observant Jews. 
New Buzzwords in Business:  
BI-TONAL:  A menu choice on copiers, printers and scanners that means 

“black and white.”  It also describes old-style managers who prohibit discussion.

ONE THROAT TO CHOKE: The purchasing  philosophy of buying everything from a single vendor who can be blamed if something goes wrong.

ESCAPE RING: A planned call from a co-worker that allows escape from a boring or meaningless meeting. 

alpha earner: A wife who earns all or most of her household's income.

PICNIC: Problem In Chair, Not In Computer.  Tech-speak for user error.

Women’s Summer Fashions: The 1920’s pin-up girl/flapper look (Chicago) inspires lacy boyshorts, boxy chemises, and garter belts, sometimes with purse-garters, which are garters with a mini purse attached.  Also: knee socks with shoes and boots… white ballet slippers as shoes… Shaolin Wushu martial arts sneakers… big sunglasses… acid wash jeans with pink stilettos…pink is still the hot color of the moment (think matching terry cloth top with hot pink lipstick and a pink hair streak).  trendcentral.com

Quote of the Month:  “If I can operate Google, I can find anything.  And with wireless, it means I will be able to find anything, anywhere, anytime.  Which is why I say that Google, combined with Wi-Fi, is a little bit like God.  God is wireless, God is everywhere and God sees and knows everything. Throughout history, people connected to God without wires.  Now, for many questions in the world, you ask Google, and increasingly, you can do it without wires, too.” —Alan Cohen, V.P. of Airespace, a new Wi-Fi provider.
Reminder:   JOHO will publish a combined August-September issue in September.
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