
Signals in the Static:  Lady Gaga is 
named Creative Director of Polaroid. 
Luke Ryan, a 30-year veteran of the NYC 
busking scene, is paid $1,000 for a four-
month commitment to display an Axe 
Instinct deodorant sign in his performance 
space, sing the song featured in its 
commercials, and distribute free samples. 
Stephen Stills turns 65. John KnowlesÕ 
A Separate Peace turns 50. 

MTV  posts a casting call for “people who 
appear to be 18-25 and have had bad 
experiences as a result of “sexting” nude 
pictures of themselves on their cell 
phones.” Procter & Gamble installs flat-
screen monitors that track real-time 
Twitter feeds mentioning their brands in 
the lobbies of brand-marketing floors at 
their Cincinnati headquarters. 

The 2011 Audi A8  includes a built-in 
navigation system with handwriting 
recognition, Google Earth, and a GPRS / 
EDGE modem. FordÕs 2010 models have 
the ability to “tag” any song you hear on 
the radio for later purchase in iTunes. 
McDonaldÕs will eliminate fees for 
customer Wi-Fi access starting this month. 
iCurfew , an iPhone app, offers parents a 
real-time mobile platform to track their 
child’s location ($.99). In Florida, 
ApplebeeÕs waitstaff are outfitted with 
watches that vibrate whenever their guests 
press tabletop buttons. When a table is 
seated, the hostess signals the assigned 
server’s watch and sets a timer for 60 
seconds. If the server doesn't respond 
before the clock runs out, the manager is 
automatically notified. 

In California: LA’s Ed Hardy Habit 
offers tattoo-themed hand sanitizers. San 
Jose, Calif. police are testing ear-
mounted, Bluetooth-like cameras which 
record all their interactions with citizens. 
There are now nearly 1,000 medical 
marijuana dispensaries in the LA area. 
As a point of reference, there are fewer 
than 300 LA Starbucks outlets.

Crabcore Rocks:  This new musical 
genre is defined by the body contortions of 
the band's guitarists, a crab-like stance 
adopted while a guitar player shreds.

Turquoise:  Pantone names it the color 
of the year for its “deep compassion and 
healing, a color of faith and truth, inspired 
by water and sky. Turquoise adds a splash 
of excitement to neutrals and browns, 
complements reds and pinks, creates a 
classic maritime look with deep blues, 
livens up all other greens, and is  trend-
setting with yellow-greens.”

Love Sells:  Current ad slogans include
“Love what you do” for BlackBerry; 
“Love. It’s what makes a Subaru, a 
Subaru”; “Everybody Knows Somebody 
Who Loves a Honda”; “See what you 
love, love what you see” for Lens- 
Crafters eyeglasses; “I ! shoes” for 
Payless Shoes; “I’m lovin’ it” for 
McDonald’s.

American Snapshots: Americans 
drink more bottled water than alcohol. 
More U.S. adults spend their leisure time 
hunting with firearms than playing 
baseball. Twice as many bowl as play golf. 
One in three births is to an unmarried 
woman.  —2010 U.S. Statistical Abstract

Boston DynamicsÕ BigDog rough-terrain 
robot walks, runs, climbs and carries 
heavy loads. ItÕs 3 ft. long, 2.5 ft. tall, 
weighs 240 lbs. and can travel 12.8 miles 
without stopping or refueling. 
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